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Interpretation

PART I.PRELIMINARY

In this Act uless the context otherwise requires -

"adoption" means the legal tsansfer or vesting tkough
a court order ofparcntal rights to a person or persons;

"barray gathering" means a traditional forum or
gathering presided over by a traditional or
community leader, open to all members of the
community, including children but does not
include a court;

"best interest ofthe child" means, io accordance with
Article 3 ofthe United Nations Convention on the
Rights ofthe Child and Article 4 of the African
Charter on the Rights and Welfare of Children;

"Chairman" means t}re Chairman of the Ward Child
Welfare Committee referred to in subsection (3) of
ofsection t64;

"Charter" means African Charter on the zughts and
Welfare ofthe CNld which entered into force on the
29th November, 1999;

"child" means a person below the age of l8years;

"close in age defence" meaDs a defence to a

prosecution for an offence where the complainant is
ofor above the age of I 4 years and the age difference
tletween the complainant and the accused person is
no more than 2 years;

"Commission" means the National Commission for
Children established under section 143;

"Commissioner" means a person appointed as
Commissioner oftlrc Commission under section 145:
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"Convention" means the Convention on the Rights ot
the Chil{ adopted by the General Assembly of the
United Nations on 20th Novemb€r, 1989 and its
Optional hotocols of 8th September,2000 and the
African Charter on the Rights and Welfare of the
child 190;

"Council" means the Local Council;

"Court" means a juvenile court established under
section 50;

"diversion" means the conditional channelling children
who commit a minor or misdemeanow offence away
from formal criminal proceedings towards a non-
judicial process of holding a child accormtable and
addressing th€ offending behaviour;

"Executive SecretaD/" means tle Executive Secretary
of the Commission referred to in subsection (l) of

section 156;

"female genital cutting" includes the cutting or removal
ofa paxt ofttre female genitalia;

"foster parent" means ar adult person *tro is not a

biological or legal parent ofa child but is willing to
provide care and support usually provided by the
biological or legal parent and "foster" and "foster
care" shall be constn:ed accordingly;

"guardian" includes a person utro, in the opinion of
the court having cognisance of a case in relation to a

child or in which a child is concerned has for the time
being in charge of, or control over a child or young
person;
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"harmful practices" mean persistent practices and
behaviows that are grormded on discrimination on
the basis of sex, gender, age and other grounds as

well as multiple or intersecting forms of
discrimination that often involve violence and cause
physical or psychological harm or suffering,
including female genital cutting;

"hazardous labour" means labow which deprives a

child of his health, education or development;

"light work" means work which is not likely to be

hamful to the health or development of tbe child
and does not affect the child's attendance at school
or the capacity ofthe child to benefit ftom school
wort;

"Minister" means the Minister responsible for
chitdren's affairs and 'Ministry' shall be construed
accordingly;

"national parents body" means a body comprising
elected representalives Aom duly recognised parent

advocacy organisations;

"night work" means work which is perform€d between
8:00 o'clock in the evening and 6:00 o'clock in the
moming;

"probation officer" means a person appointed as such
under this Act and includes a deputy probation
omcer or assistant probation officer;

" residential care" mears care provided in a non-family-
based group settitrg, sucb as places of safety for
emergency care, trarsit centres in emergency
situations, and all other short-and long-term
residential care facilities, including group homes -

as defined in the UN Guidelines for the Altemative
Care ofChildren;
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"sen'ice provider" means a person or body ofpersons
liceused or otherwise competent to provide services
in health, education, child development or protection
and for the general well-being ofchildren.

2 (l) The fundamental principle to be apptied in the Application

interpretation and administration of this Act shall be that the short of prinoiple

and l,ong term best inteiests of a child shall be a primary,",1,L11, 
",consideration in any decision or action that may affect a child or the child.

children.

(2) In deterrnining the best interests ofa child, a person,

court or an authority shall take into account -

(a) non-discrimination in the respect accorded
to a child in the enjoyment ofhis rights;

(b) the right to life and maximum survival and
development ofa child;

(c) respect for the views of a child; and

(d) the spirit of the ertire Convention and the
Charter.

PART II. ruGHTS AND RESPONSIBILITIES OF CHtr,DREN
AND THE RESPONSIBILITY OF Tt{E STATE

3. (1) A child is a person below the age of l8 years. Definition

veriflcation
(2) The verification of the age of a child shall be of age ot

detemrined by a birth certificate, national civil registration record "hild'
and such other documents as may be deemed appropriate.

(3) The Midster shall, where a document verifying the

age ofa child is not available establish guidelines to determine how
the age ofa child shall be verifled.



6 No. 'l he Child Rights Act 2021

Right to life,
survival and
devolopmedt

Right to
name,
nationality
and identity

Right to
grow up
with parcnts

Righr to
parcntal
p.operty

(4) Subject to this section, the Court shall make inquiry
about age ofthe child as it considers necessary and record findings
but an order or judgment of the Court shall be invalidated by
subsequent proof that the age of the child bas not been correctly
stated-

4. A child has the right, from bLth, to a name, nationality
ard identity as far as possible, the ghtto know his natural parents

and extended family.

5. (1) A child has the right to life and to survival and
developmentto tJle maximum extent possible.

@ The parents ofa child have the primary responsibility
to provide support to their child in the enjoyment ofthe dght to life
and to snrvival and development under subsection (l) but thcy may
be assisted by the State.

6. A child has the right to live with his parents and family and
grow up in a caring and peaceful envionment unless it is proyed, in
court, that living with his parents would-

(a)

o)
(c)

lead to significant harm to the child;

subject the child to serious abuse; or

not be in the best interests of the child.

Righl to
social
activity

Rigit to
opinion,
participation
ard
association-

7. A child has the right to reasonable provision out of the
estate of his parents, whether or not born in wedlock or adopted.

8. A child has the right to participate in sports, or in positive
cultural and artistic activities or othq leisure activities.

9. A chitd has the right to his opinion, participation in
development activities and association or interaction with other
p€rson or Pefsons.
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10. (1) The minimum age ofmarriage ofwhateverkind shall Minimum age

be 18 years. il",ilii:
(2) A child shall not be forced to be - ;"*:1,

(a) betmthed; marriage

(b) the subject of a dowry transactiou or
(c) married.

(3) Notwithstanding any enactment to the contrary, a
certificate, licence or registration shall not be granted in respect ofa
marriage unless the Registrar or other responsible officer is satisfied
that t}te parties to the marriage are l8 years ofthe age or above.

7

ll. (l) A child has the right to b€ protected from inyolyement
in armed or any other kind ofviolent conflicts, and accordingly, the
minimum age ofrecruitrnent into the armed forces shall be l8 years.

@) The Govemment shall not -

(a) recruit or conscript a child ilto military or
para-military service or permit such
recruifnent or conscription by the armed
forces;

@) use or permit tlre use of land mines and other
weapons declared to be advene to children
under intemational law.

Minimum age
of
recruitment
into armed
forces,

12. (l) A child shall be brought up and educaled to take Risht to

pride in his culture and national identity. ::iffi{.
pride.

(2) A child shall be provided the opportunity to leam at
least one indigenous Sierra Leone language from primary school
level.

13. (1)

capacities, -
A child shall, subject to age, abitity and evolving Rfeloj.\ibiliti€s
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(a)

(b)

coutribute towards family cohesion;

respect his parents, superiors and elders at
all times ard to assist them in case ofneed;

place his physical and intellectual abilities at
the service of his counfy;

preserve and strengthen social and national
solidarity;

preserve and strengthen positive cultural
values in his relatiom with other members of
the society, in the spirit oftolerance, dialogue
and consultation and to contribute to the
moral well-being of society;

(c)

(d)

G)

(f) preserve and strengthen the indepeudence
and the integrity ofhis country; and

Q) exhibit diligence towards studies ;nd work.

Responsibilities
of state-

14. The State shall. subject to this Act be responsible to -

(a) create institutions to provide for the rights
of chiklren;

(b) support families to care for children;

(c) make provision for and provide oversight to
the care of children without parental carel
and

(d) generally, provide the enabling environment
for children to grow up to their firllest
potential.

15. A person who contsavenes a provision ofthis Part commits
an offence and is liable, on conviction, to a term of imprisonment of
not less than l5 years or to a f[re ofnot less than NLe. 50,000 or to
both such imprisonment and fme.

Penalty
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PART III - GUIDING PRINCIPLES ON THE
IMPLEMENTA|ION OF THE RICHTS OF TI{E CI{ILD

16. ( l) tn every law. public or privare initiative, problematic g-esr inieresr\

situation and action, concerning children, whether unicrtaken by 
of child

public or private social welfare institutions, courts of law,
administrative authorities or legislative bodies, the best interests of
the cbild shall be a primary consideration.

(2) The best interests ofthe child, under subsection (1),
includes -

(a) a substantive rightl

(b) a fundamental and inarpretive legal principle;
and

(c) a rule of procedure that aims to enswe the
full and effective enjo),mert ofall the rights
recoerrised in the united Nations convention
on the Rights ofthe Child and whose primary
consideration is to ensure the holistic
development of the child.

(3) For the

G)

o)

purposes of subsection (2), -

the assessment of the best interests of the
child is a simple and continuous procedure

that shouldbe rmdertaken in indil'idual cases

where decisions need to be made for an
individual child, in light of the specific
circumstances of each child or group of
children, and should evaluate and balance
all the olemens necessar)'to make a decision
in a specific situation for a particular child or
group of children: and

the holistic development ofa child is the well-
being ofthe child in a broad sense, includin!
basic material, physical, educational ald
emotional needs as well as the need for
affection and security.



i0 Ntr The Child Rights Act 2021

Non- [7. A person, court or other authority shall, in determining the
discriminalion. best interests ofa child,-

(a) take into account the general principle ofnon-
discrimination in the respect accorded each

child in the enjoyment ofhis rights;

(b) respect and ensure the rights conferred to a

child under this Acl without discrimination
of any kind, irrespective ofthe child's or his
parent's or legal gualdian's race, colour. sex,

language, religion, political or other opil on,
national. ethnic or social origin. property.

disabitity; birth or olher statusi and

(c) take all appropriate measures to ensu.Ic that
achild is protected against all forms of
discriminatiol or punishment on the basis of
the status, activities. expressed opinions, or
beliefs ofthe child's parents, legal gtnrdians.
or family members.

chird's
opinion

18. (1) A chitd, capable of forming his own views, has the
right to -

(a) express his views freely; and

O) panicipate in decisions, in all rnatters which
affect his welfare and the views of the child
being given due weight !u accordance with
his age and maturity.

(2) A child shall, for the purpose of freely expressing his
opporhmity to b€ heard, either directly, or through a representative
or an appropriate body, in ajudicial and administrative proceeding

affecting him, in a manner consistent with its procedural nrles.

19. Boys and girls shall be protecled from negative traditions
and norms that creato unequal access to resources, unequal social
status and mequal opportunities for their development,

Childrofl
to be treated
equally.
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(2) A child shall have a right to give an account and
express an opinion at a Juvenile Court.

(3) A child's right to privacy shall be respected
throughout the proceedings al a Juvenile Court.

(a) The right of appeal shall be explained to tbe child,
guardian and parents.

PART ry- PROTECTION FROM ABUSE, YIOLENCE,
EXPLOI]AIION AND NEGLECT

(2) A correction ofa child shall not be justifiable if-
(a) it is unreasonable, in kind or in degree,

according to the age, physical and mental
condition ofthe child; and

O) tbe child is, by reason of lender age or
otherwise, incapable of underslanding the

. purpose of the correction.

22. (l) A person, court or other authority shall take Protectlon

appropriate measuesto protect a child Aom all forms ofpsychological rrom

abuse including persirt"ot uttu"r on tr," 
"t'ild';;;r;" 

;ir'"fthfrfi psvchologic

habitual and emotional humiliation, b€littling, threats, public shaming emotionalal

and exposure to violence. abrise'

II

20. (l) A child shall have a right to legal representation at a chjld

Juvenile cout. representation

21. 0) A child shall not be subjected to physical violence Protection

including torhf€, other cruel, inhuman or degrading treatment or IlT "ll
punishment and culhral practices which det umlariseJor is injwiou. lor'ffir;"",
to the physical and mental welfare ofa child. violencc.

include -
@ Protective measures under subsection (t), shall
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Proteotion
of child
fiom sexual
violeflce.

(a) effective procedures for the establishment of
social programmes to provide necessary
suppoa for the child and for those who have

the care ofthc child, as well as for other forms

ofprevention and for identifi cation, reporting,
referral, investigation, trearnent and follow-
up of instances of child psychological and

emotional abuse;

(b) appropriate legislative, administrative, social and

educational measures to protect the child from all
forms ofpsychological and emotional abuse,

while in the care ofa parent, legal guardian or any
other person who has the care of tlte qhild.

23. (l) A person, court or other autlority shall protect achild
from all forms ofsexual exploitation, violence and sexual abuse and

take appropriate national, bilateral and multilateral measures to prevent

(a) the inducement or coercion of a child to
engagc in unlaudrl sexual activity;

(b) the exploitative use ofchildrer in prostitntion
or other unlawful sexual pBctices;

(c) the exploitative use of children in
pornographic performances and materials.

(2) Protective measures under subsection (1), shall
include -

{a) effective proc.edues for the establisbment of
social programmes to provide necessary

upport for the child and for those who have

the care ofthe chitd, as well as for other forrns

of prevention and for identifi cation, reporting,

referal, irvestigation, teatment and follow-
up of instances of child sexual abuse;
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fb) appropriate legislative, administrative, social
and educational measures to protect the chiid
&om all forms ofsexual abuse, while in the
care of a parent, legal guardian or any other
person who has the care ofthe child.

24. (l) The minimurn age ofmarriage, of whalever kind, shall Protection

be 18 vears- - from early. ot rorceo
marriage and

@) A penon shall not force a child - betrothal

(a) to be betrothed;

(b) to be the subject ofa dowry transaction; or

(c) to be married.

(3) Nofwithstanding any law to the contrary, a certificate,
licence or regishation shall not be granted in respect ofa marriage
unless the Registrar or other responsible officer is satisfied that the
pfities to the marliage are ofthe agc ofmaturity-

26. A person, cout or other authorify shall take apprcpriate
legislative, adminisaative, social and educational measues to protect
the child from all forms ofneglect or negligent treatrnent while in the
care ofhis parcnt, legal guardian or any other person who has the
care ofthe child.

Protection
from Deglecl

27. A person, court or other authority shall take appropriate Prolection

legislative, administrative, social and educational measures to.protect 
l:oft!.h.tld

the child from human trafficking including the recruitment,
transportation,hansfer, habouring or receip ofa child, by means of
threa! or use offorce or other forms of coercion, abduction, fraud,
deception, or the abuse ofpower or of a position of wlnerability or
the giving or receiying ofpa),nent to obtain the consent ofa person
having control over a child.

25. A persorL court or other authority shall not involve a child Protcction

in the particiiation ofharmtul practices including early marriage, chnd f;}t:Iifr'l
betrothal and female genital cutting.
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Protcction
from

exploitative
child labour.

28. (1) A person, court or othcr authority shall take
appropriat€ legislative, administrative, social and educational
measures to protect the child from all forms ofexploitative labour.

(2) Exploitative labour under subsection ( I ), is labour that
deprives a child ofhis health, education or development.

29. A person, court or other authority shall take appropriate
legislative, admiaistrative, social and educational measures to protect

the child fiom all forms of cyber-attacks including cyber bullying,
exploitation and abuse.

30. Protective measures under this Part shall, as appropriate,
include effective procedures for the establishnent ,of social
programmes to provide necessary support for the child and for those

*to have the care ofthe child, as well as for other forms ofprevention
and for identification, reporting, referral" investigation, treatsnent and
follow-up.

Protection
from
cyber-attack.

Proteative

Polic€ family 31. 'the Sierra Leone Police shall maintaitr at each police
support units satiorL a Fanily support unit that shalt have responsibility to deal

with allegcd juvenile offenden, child victims of domestic violence
and to monitor proven child abusers-

Probibition
of child
labour
st night.

Pcnaltv for 32. A penoo who conEavenes a provision oftbis Part commits
contraventron. 

an offence and is liable, on conviction, to a fine not exceeding NLe.
50, 000 or to aterm of imprisonment not less ttran l5 yeals or to both
such frne and imprisonment.

PART V. EMPLOYMENT OF THE CHILD
Minimum 33. The age of 15 years shall be the age at which the
9c: f9r compulsory primary education of a child sha[ end and also the
tull-time

"rrpi"v.*t. 
minimum age for the engagement of a child in full-time employment.

34. (l) A person shall not employ a child in night work.
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C2) Night work under subsection (l) constitutes work
between the hours of 8 o'clock in the evening and 6 o'clock in the
moming.

35. (l) The minimum age for the €ngagement ofa child il
light work shall be l3 years.

C2) Light work under subsection (l) constitutes work
which is not likely to be hamtul to the health or development of the
child and does oot atrect the child's attendance at school or the
capacity ofthe child to benefit from school work.

36. (l) The engagement of a child in hazardous work is
prohibited.

(2) Hazardous work under subsection (l) constitutes
work wtich poses danger to the health, safety or morals of a person.

(3) Hazardous work includes-

(a) going to se4

(b) mining and quarryiry:

(c) porterage of heavy loads;

(d) manufacturing industries where chemicals are

produced or used;

(e) work in places where machines are usedl and

(f) work in places such as bars, hotels and places
of entertainment where a person may be

exposed to immoral behaviour.

37. ThisAct applies to child apprentices inthe informal sector

Minimum
age for
Iighl work

Prohibition
of hazardous
child la}}our

Act to apply
6pprenticesh ip
in informal
sector.
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38. The mi.nimum age at which a child may corrneDce an

apprenticeship at a wo*place with an employer or with a crafuman is

l5 years or after completion ofbasic oducation.

Responsibilities
of crallsnrall.

39. The responsibilities ofa crafuman towards an apprentice

undqr his care shall be to -

(a) hain and instruct the apprentice in a rade to
the be$ ofthe ability, skill and lcrowledge of
the ffaftsman and to the best ability ofthe
apprentice or cause the appreutice to be
trained in a trade urder the supervision of
the crafumal:

(b) be responsible lor any harm caused to the
apprentice in the course of his haining;

(c) provide food for the apprentice unless
otherwise agreed;

(d) provide a safe and healthy environment for
the apprentice;

(e) provide for the moral training of the
aPpreDtice; and

(D protect the best interests of tbe apprenticc
generally.

Apprer)ticeship 40. (l) The parent, guardian or relative oian apprentice shall
agreemenl' enter into ar apprenticeship agreement with the crafuman,

(2) The agreement shall be in accordance with the custom
which obtains in the specific trade but shall not include the
performance ofany induction ceremony which may conflict with the
rights of rhe child contained in &is Act

(3) The agreemeDt shatl contain such matters as may 6e

agreed between the parties and may include -

Minimum
age for
apprenticeship
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(a) provision that the parent, guardian or relative
shall bear the cost ofprotective ctothing and
the basic tools for the training of the
apprentice;

(b) a duty that the craftsman is to provide shelt€r
for the apprentice; and

(c) aproyision that the craftsman is to give the
apprentice an allowance ofnot less than half
the minimurn national daily wage for his daiJy
sustenance-

(4) The agreement shall be in writing and shall contain
provisions in the best interests of the parties and the apprentice.

(5) Should either party to the agreement contravene its
terms, the agreement shall immediately lapse unless there is a contsary
intention in the agreement.

41. An apprentice shall diligently and faitlri:lly obey and serve Duties oJ

the craftsman and shall agree- apprentlce

(a) that he will not absent himself from the
apprenticesbip without permission;

(b) to prevent any deliberate damage to the
property of tle craftsman; and

(c) not to conceal any darnage to the property of
the craftsman.

42. (l) A child apprentice, at a workplace with an employer c-ertification

or craftsman shall, on completion of a period of apprenticeship be or apprentrcc'

issued a certificate of release which shall indicate that he has

completed bis training.
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Rcgistration
of children
in indusldal
un dertakings.

Release of
appr€ntice

(2) An employer or craftsman who refuses to issue a

cenificate ofrelease, withoutjust cause, commits an offence and is
liable on conviction to a fine not exceeding NLe. 2,000 or 6 months
imprisonment or to both such fine and imprisonment.

43. The conditions for t}re release of an apprentice upon the
completion of his training shall not be exploitative and shall be in
accordance with guidelines prescribed by the Corrmissioner of Labour-

4. (l) An employer in an industrial undertaking shallkeep a

register ofthe children employed by him and ofthe dates oftheir
births, ifknown, or oftheir apparent ages iftheir dates of birth arc
not known.

(2) An industial undertaling is an undertaking otherthan
one ia commerce or agriculture and includes-

(a) mines, quarries and other works for the
extraction ofminerals from the earth;

(b) undertakings in which articles are
manufactued, altered, cleansed, repaired,
omamented, finished, adapted for sale,

broken up or demolished, or in which
materials are translbrmed, including
undertzkings engaged in ship building or ir
the generation, transformation or
transmission of electricity or motive power
ofany kind;

(c) undertakings engaged in the transport of
passengen or goods by road or rail, including
the handling of goods at docks, quays,
wharves, warehouses and airports.

45. Disputes related to an apprenticeship agreement shall be

referred to the district labour officer ofthe district concem€d by the
parties to the apprenticeship agreement or the apprentice.

Resolution
of dispules
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46. (l) A person who contrayenes this Part commits an offences
offence and is liable, on convictiorq to a fine not exce€dingNk.10,000
orto imprisonment for a term not exceeding 2 years or to both such
hne and imprisonment.

(2) Notwithstanding subsection (l), a person who
contravenes subse.€tion ( I ) of section 44 commits an offence and is
liable on conviction to a fine not exceeding NLe. 500.

PAKTVI- CHILD ruSTICE
47. (l) There shall be established in each district such number Establishmenl

of Child Panels as the Local Council may consider necessary. :lo.fii:"'-
Panels'

(2) A Child Panel shall have non-judicial tunctions to
mediate in civil matters which concem a child as may be prescribed
under this Act.

,,l8. (1) A Child Paael shall consist ofthe followins persons composition

in the relevant district - or child
Panel.

(a) a Chairman nominated by the local councit
from among the members ofthe council;

(d)

a member ofa women's organisation;

a representative ofthe Chiefdom Cormcils in
the district;

the district social welfare office1 who shall
be the secretary;

a local council member, representing the
Council;

2 other citizens from the community ofhigh
moral character and proven integ:ity one of
whorr shall be an educaionalist and the other
a child.

(e)

(0

(b)

G)

(2) The members of a Child Panel shalt be appointed by
the Minister.
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Meetings oI
Child Panel.

Juvenile

(3) The tenure of offrce of a Chitd Panel shall be the
same as that ofthe local council.

49. (1) A Child Panel shall meet as often as may benecessary
but shall meet at least once every month.

(2) The quorum at any meeting ofa Child Panel shall be 4
and in the absence ofthe chairman, a member elected by the memben
present from their number shall preside.

(3) An agreement made between the parties shall be
recorded by the seuetary to the Child Panel.

(4) A person with a significant interest in a matter before
a Child Parel may be invited to attend and participate in its
delibemtions.

() A Child Panel shall p€mit a child to express his opinion
and participate in any decision which affects the child's welfare
commensurdte with the level ofunderstanding ofthe child concemed.

(O Except as otherwise provided in this Part, a Child Panel

shall regulate the proceduxe at its meetings.

50. (1) There shall be established juvenile courts in every
judicial district for the hearing and determination ofa case relating to
a child accused ofcommitting an offence.

(2) The Chief Justice, havhg been satisfied as to the
competence of dre presiding officer, may designate a magistrate court
to be ajuvenile court and shall publish a notice ofthe designation in
the Gazette.

(3) Ajuvenile court sbatl be presided over by a magistate
or a magistrale with over 5 years ofexperience.

(4) A presiding magistrate shall, before commencement
of proceedings in ajuvenile court, enswe that a probation officer of
sufficient competence relevant to th€ requirements of this Act is
present.
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5r. (1)

matters.
A juvenile court shall have jurMiction over children Jurisdiction

of hvenile
Coun-

(2) Where in the couse of proceedings in -

(a) a magistrate court it appears to the coufi that
the person charged or to whom the
proceedings relate is under the age of 18
years, the court shall continue with the
hearing and determination of the case in
accordance witl thisAct, but nothing herein
shall be deemed to make it necessary for the
court to adjoum the case to comply with this
section, and a court so sitting shall be a
juvenile court lor the purpose of this Act;

(b) a juvenile court. it appears to the court that
the person charged or to whom the
proceediags relate, is ofthe age of l8 years
or ovcr, the court shall proceed with the
hearing and determination of the case in
ac€ordance with the Criminal Procedure Act,
1965 but nothing herein shall be deemed to
make it necessary for the court to adjoum
the case into the public court room unless
the court considers it desirable so to do and
the court so constituted shall be a magishate
court.

(3) Where a child is brought before a juvenile court for
an offence otler than homicide or sexual penei-a1ion, the case shall
be finally disposed of in such court-

(.1) Where a matter involving a child is otherwise liable to
be heard by the Higb Court, it shall be heard by the High Cout, but
the High Court shall comply with the requirements of this Act in
respect ofthe child.
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Separation
of children
ftom adults
on trial.

Jury trials
in children
matters.

52. (l) Where a child and an adult are jointly charged ofan
offence, the child shall be tried separately from the adult, unless

there are compelling rcasons forjoinder ofthe trial.

(2) An application for a joinder shall be directed to the
court after notic€ to the chit4 parent, guardian or the appropriate
adult and the legal representative ofthe cbild ifavailable.

(3) Where the court grants alr application for joinder of
trials, the matter shall be transferred to the court, in which the adult
is tried and the court shall afford the child concerned all the benefits
confered upon a child by this Act.

53. (l) A child shall not be tried byjury except wheretle child
is jointly aied with an adult.

(2) The court may, on application or on its own motion,
order trial with assessors if it considers that rial with assessors is
necessary taking into account the circumstances and facts of the
case, and shall institute all measures nec€ssary io protect the best
interests ofthe child.

(3) Where a child is charged with an offence which is
otherwise aiable byjury and that he shall be tded without ajury in
accordance with subsection (l), the child shall be tried in camera by
a Higb Coun Judge sining without ajury.

54. (1) Ajuvenile court shall sit eitter ' a difl:erent buil.ting or
room Aom that in which the ordinary sittings ofthe cout are hel{ or
on different days and time fiom those at which the ordinary sittings
are held.

(2) Where a juvenile court sits in the same roonL and on
the same day as othff courts, child cases shall take precedence.

Silting ard
attenda[cc
in juvenile
court.
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(3) In a juvenile court proceeding relating to a child" no
other person other tban the members ard officers of the court, the
relatives ofthe accused child and the parties to tbe case before the
court, their advocates and witnesses, probation officers, properly
accredited legal aid workers, reporters ofnewspapers and other media
agencies, shall, except by leave ofthe cour! be allowed to attend.

55. (l) A penon shall not publish any information that may
lead to the identification ofa child in any matter before ajuvenile
Court except with the permission ofthejuvenile Court.

(2) A person who conAavenes this section commits an

offence and is liable, on conviction, to a fine not exceeding NLe.
2,000 orto imprisonment for a term not exce€ding one year or to both
such fine and imprisotrment.

(3) A court may, in addition to ordering a company or
organisation to pay a fine, order palment of compensation to the
child who has been injured by the report.

(4) A complaint under this section may be lodged with the
police or directly with the cout by the injured child, or his parents,
guardian, legal representative. community representatives or any

otler person on behalfoftle child.

56. (1) Where a child is brought before ajuvenile court, as afl
accused person or for care and protection proceedings, his parent or
guardian may in any case, an4 if such parent or guardian can be
found and resides within a reasonable distance, shall be required to
attend all stages of tbe proceedings,unless the juvenile court is
satisfled that, it is -

(a) unreasonable or utrnecessz[y to require the
attendance of such parent or guardian; or

O) in the bcst interests ofthe child thal the parcnt
or guardian should not attend the
proceedings.

Publication
of
information
on child
prohibiled.

Parent or
guedim
to attend
court.

2024
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Association
with adlits
whilst in
custody.

Criminal
proc€dure
in Juvcnilc
court.

(2) Where it is urueasoaablc or unnecessary to require the
attendance of a parent or guardian or where the attendance of a

parent or guardian will be prejudicial to the fair disposal ofthe case,

taking into accouni the facts ofth€ case, the court shall appoint an

appropriate adult or social worker to attend the proceedings in place

ofthe parent or guardian.

57. An Officer in charge ofa Remand home shall be resporsible
for preventing a child while being conveyed to and from court or
whilst waiting before and afier their attendance in court fiom
association with adults charged with or convicted of an offence

other than an offence with which the child is jointly charged or
convicted.

58. (l) The court shall, when hearing a charge against a child.-

(a) explain, in simple language the subslance of
the alleged offence; and

(b) ask the child what he has to say in explanalion
thereofand whether he admits to the offence.

(2) A court, other than the High Court, shall, before which
a child offender is found guilty of committitrg ar offence, unloss the
best interests ofthe child require otherwise, remit the case to aj uvenile

court for sentencing.

(3) Thejuvenile court to wbjch the case ofa child is remiued

u:rder subsection (2) shall proceed with sentencing the child as ifhe
had been tried and found guilty ofthe offence by thatj uvenile court.

59. There shall be a Family Court which shall exercise the
jurisdiction confened under ftis Act.

L'amily
Court.
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60. A Family Court shall be duly constituled by a panel comPosirion

consisting of a Chairman who shall be; Magistrate -i noi f ... if.ff 
itv

than 2 and not more than 4 other membcrs all of v'hom shall be

appointed for their knowledge or experience in child righs issues,

including a social welfare ofiicer, appointed by the ChiefJustice on
tle recommendalion oftie chiefsocial welfarc officer

61. A Family Court shall havejurisdiction in matters conceming Jurisdiction
parentage, custody, access and maintenance of children and shatl of Farnilv

exercise such other powers as are conferred on it by this Act or under ct't
any other enactment.

62. (1) A Family Court shall sit either in a different building or Famil) (i)un

room &om that in wbich sittings ofother courts are hcld, or on d {ft-cn! \irrinirs

days from those on which sittings of other courts are held and a
person shall not be present at a sitting ofa Family Court except-

(a) members and officers of the Family Court;

(b) parties to the case before t]le Family Court,
their counsel, witnesses and other persons

directly concemed in the case;

(c) the parent or guardian ofthe child before the

Family Court:

(d) probation and social welfare officcrs; and

(e) any other person whom the Family Court
aulhorises to be present.

(2) The chairman ofa Family Court shall arrange for its
sitting as often as possible to dispose ofcases expeditiously.

63. IAe proceedings at a Fanily Court shall be as informal as Procedute

possible and shall be by enquiry and not b, adversarial procedures. lr 
Femill

&. (t) A child shau have a right to legal representation ai a Rights of

Fanily court. ilill',I.o,,,.
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Publication of
information
on ch;ld
prohibited

(2) A chitd shall have a right to give an account and
express an opinion at a Family Court.

(3) A child s right to privacy shatl be respected throughout
the proceedings at a Farnily Coun.

(4) The nght of appeal shall be explained to the chil4
guardian and parents-

65. ( I ) A person shall not publish any information that may
lead to tlrc identilication of a child in any mattel before a Familli Clourt
except with tle pemissioD of the Family Court.

(2) A person who contravenes this section commits an

offence and is liable, on conviction, to a fine not exceeding NLe.
2 ,000 or to impdsonment for a term not cxceeding one year or to botb
such fme and imprisonment.

66. (l) The primary goals of the juvenile justice system, in
addition to maintaining public safety, are skill development,
habituation. rehabilitation, addressing treatment needs, and
successful reintegration of youth iuto the community.

(2) Tbe childj',sjice system i.s intended to -

(a) protect tbe interest of the child and further
his well-being;

(b) encourage reintogration, education and
rehabilitation;

(c) establish a system that is separate from the
adult justice system;

(d) ensure procedual protection and that the
juvenile take's accountability, in proportion
to all of the child's circurnstances. offences
and other factors;

Dcclaration
of goals of
chiid justice
system.



Na 'fhe Child Rights Act 2024 z7

(e) ensure that the child has an opportunity to
participate and be heard with parents or
guardian hvolved.

67. (l) The age ofcriminal responsibility ofa child shall be 14 Ase of

yearsforalloffencesandtherelevantageistheageatthetirneofthe:;l;;:llbilir,
commission of the offence-

(2) A child who is below the minimum age of criminal
responsibility at the time ofthe commission ofan offence shall not be
held responsible in criminal law proceedings.

(3) A child who is at or above the minimum age at the time
ofthe commission ofan offence but younger than 18 years can be
formally charged and subjected to child justice procedures, in full
compliance with the law.

(4) A child who is below age of criminal responsibility
shall be taken through a restorative process for his rehabilitation ard
reconciliation with the victim.

(5) In the event ofan offence relating to children who are

close in age, a "close in age defence" shall apply once all conditions
are meL

68. (l) The coufi shall, where a person is brought before a D^etermination

court otherwise dran forthe purpose ofgiving evidence and it appears 
01 agc'

to the court -
(a) that he is a child, having made such inquiry

as it considers necessary, record a finding as

to the age of such person;

(b) thoe is doubt as to the ago of that peEon,
require a probation officer to obtain relevant
information as regards the age of the person
and complete an age assessment form.
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(2) The probation officer shall, ifihe age ofa child brought
before him under paragaph (b) ofsubsection ( I ) is not klorvn, make
an estimation of the ag€ of that child based on the following age

asscssment guidelines-

(a) a birth certificat€;

(b) a previous detennination ofage;

(c) statements from a parent, grrardian, or person

likely to have direct knowledge of &e age of
the person;

(d) a baptismal certificate or other religious
records, school registration forms, school
reports, under- five clinic cards ind ottrer
information or document ofa similar naure if
relevant to establishing a probable age;

(e) an estimation ofage by a medical practitioner;
and

(0 a statement by the person who is claiming to
be a child.

(3) Where a probation officer catrnot estimate the age of
a child or where the court is not satisfied with the estimated age

provided by the probation officer, a benefil ofdoubt will be given to
the person claiming to be a child.

(4) An order orjudgement ofajuvenile coult shall not be

invatidated by subsequent proof that the age of the person has not
been correctly stated to the court, and the age found by the cout to
be age ofthe person brought before it sha[ for the purposes oflhis
Act, be de€med to be the tue age oftbat person.

(5) Where it appears to the Court that a person brought
before it is ofthe age of I 4 years or upwards, that person shall for the
purpose oftlis Act be de€med not to be a child.



No. The Child Rights Act 2024 D

69. (1) The objectives ofdiversion are to -

(a) deal wi& a child outside the formal criminal
justice system in appropriate cases;

@) encourage the child to be accomtable for the
harm caused by him;

(c) meet the particular needs ofthe individual
child;

(O promoto the reintegration of the child into
his family and community;

(e) provide an opportunity to those affected by
the harm to express theb views on its impact
on them;

(0 prevent stigmatising the child and prevent
the adverse consequences flowing from being
subject to the criminal justice system;

(g) reduce the potential for re-offending;

(h) prevent the child fiom having a criminal
record; and

(f promote the dignity and well-behg of the
child, ald the development of his sense of
self-worth and ability to contxibute to society.

(2) Diversion may be considered during the trial in the
child juvenile court and the police investigatol in consultation or
advice ofthe prosecutor shall continuously explore the possibilities
of avoiding a court process or conviction, tkough diversion and
other measwes in order to avoid a formal court process.

DiYersion
and support
serviccs.

(3) Diversion options shall be offered from the earliest
point of contact with the police, before a trial commences, and be
available throughout the proceedings.
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Diversionary
prograrnmes
and service
providers.

(4) Diversion shall b€ pres€nted to the child as a way to
suspend the formal cou.rt process, which will be terminated if the
diversion programme is carried out in a satisfactory manner.

(5) In the process of offering diversion, the investigator
or the prosecutor shall fully explain to the child in a language that
the child understands, what diversion is, its implication and process.

(6) The child or parent or legal representative shall give
consent before diversioD commences-

10. (1) The Mirister shall be responsible for supporting the
development of diversionary programmes and accrediting
div€rsionary prograrnmes and service providers.

(2) A dive$ion pro€ess can be facilitated by the Minister
or an accredited institution which shall take firll responsibility ofthe
process and provide a written report to the prosecutor.

(3) ln the process ofdiversion, all human rights and legal
safeguards shall be fully respected and &e child shall be given
requked assistance according to his needs.

(4) Measues to rehabilitate the child and reconcile him
with his victim and reintegrate him in community, include -

(a) a community service supervised by an
appropriate authority;

@) restitr:tion or compensation ofvictim by the
offende/s family or guardiarq

(c) an apology;

(d) a waming; or
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71. Achild in care or detention shall not be subject to corporal Prohihition

punisbment. 
;1,","r"T:l
in care or
detcntiot_

72. (l) Investigation of a child in conflict with the law shall Prc-trial

be conducted by the Family Support Unit. mvestlgatron
pra,e€sses.

(d) a compulsory attendance to tberapy, school
or a combination of 2 or more or any otlrcr
referral measure considered to be iu tlrc best
interest of the child given consideration to
the Yictim and community concems.

(5)'fhe Director of Children'sAffairs Directorale, of the
I{inistry- shall establish and maintain a constantly updated regrstry
of measues which serve as a reference guide for both social workers,
the Family Support Units and *re courts.

(2) Notwithstanding subsection (l), investigation of a

child in relation to felonious offences including murder, manslaughter,
robbery with aggravation shall be refered to Criminal Iavestigation
Department, by fte Family Support Unit in accordance with
prescribedprocedures for refenals.

7,1. (l) lnterview ofa child in conflict with the law shall- Interview

(a) be conducted in -

(f designated interview rooms at the
Farnily Support Unit;

(i!) a safe and private environment that can
allow children to freely express
ttremselves and have discussion with
the investigator;

(if the presence ofa parent or guardiatr or
any other legal representative approved
by the child, unless it is not in the best
intercst ofthe child;
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o)
(c)

(d)

be confidential;

be treated as priority;

Detcntion
and suppo(

be in accordance wi& prescribed procedures
for interview ofchil&en emphasizing how and
what questions are asked ald who is present
for the interview

(e) be investigative instead of intenogative and
devoid of use of psychological tactics that
would increase the stress and anxiety levels
oftle child or manipulate the child to cont'ess.

(t) not be urnccessarily prolonged or done
repeat€db';

(g) be done in a language and manner that the
child can understard and where required,
verbal or sign languagc or an interpreter shall
be provided to assist thc child.

@) An investigation officer shall before the
commencement of the int€rview,-

(a) hform the child about the steps and purpose

of tbe interview; and

(b) ask the child to decide who shall be present,

(3) In an interview of a child ia conllict rvith the law,

safeguard measures shall be respected and the use of torfirre, force,
violence, threa! deceig false promises, intimidation or halsh treatment
against a child during an investigation is prohibited.

74. ( l) Achild in conflict with the law shall not be deprived of
his liberty unlawfully or arbitrarily.

(2) The affest, detertion or imprisonment of a child in
conflict with the law shall -
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(a)

o)
(c)

(d)

be in conformity with the law;

be used only as a measure of last resort;

for the shortest appropriate period of time;

be subject to ch d Aiendly procedures for
the arrest of a child in conflict with the law;
and

prompt Botification of his parents or care
giver.

(e)

(3) A child in conflict with the law deprived of liberty
shall

(a) be treated with humanity and respect for the
inherent dignity ofthe human person, and in
a manner which takes into account the needs

of persons of his age;

(b) be separared irom adults unless it is
considered in the child's best interest not to
do so;

(c) have the right to maintain contact with his
family though correspondence and visits,
save in exceptional circunstances;

(d) hother appropriate assistance, as well as the

right to challenge the legality of the
deprivation of his liberty before a court or
other competent, independent and impartial
authority. and to a prompt decisioD on any

such action.

(4) A child suspected ofcommitting an offence other than
homicide or any other offence punishable with imprisonment for a

term exc€€ding 7 years, shall be considered for diversion from criminal
prosecution if -
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(a) the child admits responsibility for the alleged
offbnce without undue influence;

1b) the child understands his right to remain
silent and to due processi

(c) there is sufficient evidence to prosecule the
child;

(d) the diversion process and opfions have been
explained to the cbild, his parsnt, guardian or
appropriate adult and such child or his parent,
guardian or appropriate adult, ifsuch person

is available, consents to the diversion
process; and

(e) the offence is minor or the mitigating
circumstances diminish the seriousness of
the offence.

(5) Where the conditions in subsection I areme! apolice
or State Counsel may apply any or a combination of several ofthe
folloxing diversion options -

(a) a founat caution or waming administered by
the prosecutor wifi or without conditions;

(a) an unconditional oral or written apolory to a
specified person or persons or institution;

(b) participation in a restorativejustice meeting
with the victirn for reconc iliation or apologr;

(c) reparation in cash or kind to the victim for
emotional harm incurrd

(d) reslitution by paying compensation for
reasonable expenses incurred by the victim;

(e) attend.ing a mentorship programne;
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(f) performing a voluntary activiry to provide a

service to tlre community;

(g) provision of some service or b€nefit to a

specifi ed victim or victims;

(h)

0

0)

receiving religious instruction;

attending a life skills programme;

referral to an addiction treatrnent or related
programme;

ft) refenal to a formal or community based
counselling programme that might help the
offender deal with personal issues including
griel, hardship. trauma and stigmatisation.

(Q In selecting a specific diversion option for a parricular
cbild consideration shall be given to -

(a) the age and developmental needs ofthe child;

O) the cultural, retigious and linguistic
background of the child;

(c) the educarional level and cognitive ability of
the cbild;

(d) the domestic and environmental
circumstances of the child;

(e) the Foportionality of the offence to the
option recornmended ot selected;

(0

G)
(h)

the interest of society;

whether the child is a repeat oflender;

the ayailability ofan appropriate diversion
option to be applied to the child;

aay other peculiar circumstances relating to
the child.

(D
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DetentioD
of child
awaiting trial

(7) The Minister shall appoint and regulate institutions
and individuals and community actors, that devise and provide
diversion options in a predetermined and regular basis, who shall
supewise and supporl childrcn to comply with diversion conditions.

(8) The Minister shall set out procedures for diversion
consistent with this Act.

75. The police shall, where a child in conJlict with the law is

detained, awaiting trial and before sentencing, cmploy mechanisms
for the swift release of the child to his parents, care givers or any
other eppropriate adull including -

(a) prompt taking ofstatements;

(b) release ofchild;

(c) taking the child before a Cowt, without dela);

(d) placing ofthe child in the care ofan adult;

(e) ensure that a chil4 with both visible and non-
visible disabilities, understands the offence
for which he is charged.

76. (l) At the hearing in a trial ofa child in conflict with the
Iaw, the "right to be heard" include -

(a) protecting ofthe child's name and identity
from being published;

(b) emphasising the right of the child to be
presumed iffrocent and not to be refered to
as offender, until proven guilty; and

(c) guaranteeing, at eyery stage of the
proceedings, the right of the child to be
heard, fieely with the support of a legal
pnctitioner.

Trial
proccdul€.
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(2) At the hearing in a trial ofa child in conflict with the
Iaw, the "right to legal counsel" include -

(a) the right to be represented by counsel shall
be stated in a-

(D summons issued to the child;

(iD warrant to arrest the child;

(if recognisance entered into by the child
before a police officer; or

(iv) notice of a review of a sentence given
to the child;

(b) where legal aid is not available, the cost of
Iegal representation shall be defiayed by the
Court;

(c) that a child, with both visible and non-visible
disabilities, understands the offence for
which he is charged and that there is an

option to plead guilty or not guilty.

(d) that the matter shall be determined without
d"luy;

(e) the right to bail and &e application of the
Free Bail Policy for children in conflict with
the law.

(0 that the parent or care giver shall be present

in Court.

7. (l) A summons used to bring a child in conflict with the summons

law before a court, shall -

(a) be issued by ajuvenile court;

@) be served on the child, parent, guardian, or
the next ofkin ofthe child; and,
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Sentgncing

(c) be served on a day and time that ensures due
consideration of the best interests of the
child.

(2) A private prosecutor wishing to prosecute a child in
conflict with the law for an alleged offence through private criminal
summons shall obtain the approval of the Director of Public
Prosecution whose decision shall tre guided by the principle of
the best interest ofthe child.

78. ( 1) A child in confl ict with the law shall not be subj ected to
capital pudshment or life imprisonment without possibility ofrelease.

(2) A conviction ofchild in conflict with the law shall not
be recorded.

(3) The Court shall, where a child in conflict with the law, is
formd guilty of a.n offence, order, in lieu ofsentencing ofthe child -

(a) committal to the care ofa relative or other
adult;

(b) reprimand and discharge;

(c) restitution

(d) community service;

(e) committal to residential or open facilities,
subject to such conditions of supervision
a-nd probation as the Couft may require

79. The Coud may, review non-custodial sentence ofchild in
conflict with the law where the child has failed to comply with the
initial sentence and conditions set out therein.

80. (1) A child in conflict with the lawwho is in custody shall
have a right to -

Rcview ol
sentcnces.

Rehabilitation
and
reintegration-

(a) regular contact with his parents; and
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(b) formal education or skill training guided by
special curriculum for children in conflict
with the law in remand homes and approved
schools.

(2) A child who is awaiting trial or awaiting release shall
have a right to temporary ftcilities or some form ofcare enyirorunent-

81. (l) For the puposes of this Act, a child is in need of
care and protecfion ifthe child -

(a) is an orphan or is deserted by his parents

and relatives;

(b) has been neglected or ill-treated by ttre
person who has the care and custody ofthe
child;

(c) has a parent or guardian who does not
exercise proper gutrdianship;

(d) is destitute;

(e) is under the care ofa parent or guardiaa who,
by reason of criminal or drunken habis, is
unfit to have the care of&e child;

(D is a migrant, unaccompanied, refugee and

displaced, bom in or witb his parenls in
correctional cetrtre and at risk of losing
parental care;

(g) is forrnd begging or receiving aLns, whether
or not there is any pretence of singing,
playing, performing, offering anything for
sale or otherwise, or is found in any street,
premises or place for the purpose ofbegging
or receiving alms;

Children in
need of care
and
protection-

PART\'II. CHILDREN IN NEED OF SPEC1AL CARE AND
PROTECTION
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(h) accompanies any person when that person
is begging or receiving alms, whether or not
there is any pretence of signing, playing,
performing, offering anyhing for sale or
otherwise;

(D frequents the company of any reputed thief
or reputed prostitute;

O is residing in a house or the part ofa house
used by any prostitute for the purpose of
prostitution, or is otherwise living in
circumstances calculated to cause, encourage
or hvour the seduction or prostitution of or
affect tbe morality ofthe child;

ft) is a person in relation to whom an offence
has been committed or attempted utrder the
Anti- Human Trafficking Ac! 2005;

(t) is formd acting in a manner from which it is
reasonable to suspect that he is, or has been,

soliciting or importuning for immoral
purposes;

(m) is otherwise exposed to moral or physical
danger;

(n) is a child with disability or is in a street
sihution.

(2) A child shall not be considered to come within the
scope of paragrapbs (i) and O of subsection (l) iftle only reputed
prostitute that the child associates with is his mother and if it is
proved that she exercises proper guardianship and care to protect
the child Aom corrupt influences.

Persons to
report child
abusa and
protection
cases,

82. A peruon with information on -
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(a) child abuse; or

(b) a child in need ofcare and protection, shall report
the matter to the local council.

A. (l) A farnily Cout may issue acare order to a local c{uncil Care order

on application by a probation officer or social welfare offrcer under
section 88.

of the Farnily
Court.

(2) The carc order shall rernove the child from the situation
where he is suffering or likely to suffer significant harm and shall
transfer the parental rights to the Council.

(3) A probation oflicer, social services ofiice1 social
worker or protection officer shall take custody ofthe child and shall
determine the most suitable place for the child which may be -

(a) an approved residential home;

(b) with an approved fit person; or

(c) at the home ofa parenl guardial or relative.

(4) The maximum duration ofa care order shall be 3 years

or until the child attains l8 years whichever is earlier and the Family
Court may make an interim order or may vary the order

(5) The Family Court may make a furth€r order that the
parent, guardian or olher person responsible for the child shall pay
for the cost of maintaining the child.

(Q A Family Court shall not designate the manager ofan
irstitution as an approved fit person to whom the care ofa child can
be entrusted urless fle institution is approved and licens-"d by a
local council.

84. 0) A Family Cowt may issue a supervision order to a supervision

local coucil on an application by a probation officer or social welfare !idc, of

officer under section 88. Family
Cou .
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Duties of
social
woakers,
social
services and

Protection
oIficers.

(2) The supervision order shall be aimed at preventing
any significant harm being caused to a child whilsthe remains athis
family home in the custody ofhis parent, guardian or relative.

(3) The supewision order shall place a child under tlre
supewision ofthe probation officer or social welfare officcr wbile he

remains in the custody ofhis parent, guardian or relative.

(4) The maximum duration for a supervision order shall

be one ycar or until the child attains l8 years, whichever is eaxlier.

85. The duties ofa probation officer or social welfare officer
with respect to a care or supervision order are to-

(a) provide case management services to the
child linking him to services for his
recovery rehabilitation and reintegrction;

(b) take reasonable steps to ensure the child is

not subjected to harm; and

(c) hold regular revie\rys to plan for the firtue of
the child.

86. A probation officer or social welfare ofhcer shall be

permitted by a paren! guardiaD or relative of the child to visit the
child while he is with any ofthern.

87. (l) A child who contravenes an order from the Family
Court and runs away may be apprehended without warrant by the
police retumed to the place ofthe care or supervision order,

(2) The Family Coult may make another order where the
child has run away in order to place the child elsewhere if the

approved fit person is not willing to take the child.

88. A carc or supewision order may be discharged in the best
interests ofthe child by the Famity Coun on th€ application of-

Home visits.

Gen€ral
provisions
on orders,

DischarBe
of orders.
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89. A child under a care order whose pT:nt, €uardlan or C_" orde,
relatiye does not show an interest in the welfare oftle child within a 

"ra "aopttonperiod stipulated by the Family Court may be put up for adoption.

(a)

(b)

(c)

(d)

o)
(c)

the child;

a probation ofncer:

a social welfare officcr; or -

a parent, guardian or relative ofthe child.

to have the child live with him or regulale the
child's residence;

to control and guide the child's upbringing;

to maintain pcrsonal relations, ifthe child is
not living with him;

to act as the child's legal representative
regarding the child's property and other
interests;

to appoint or revoke a guardian for *re child,
subject to the approval of a court;

90. (l) A parent shall. in relation to other persons, have, as Parontal

regards his child, the right, subject to the short-and long-term best dght''

interests ofthe child -

PARI VII - PARENTAGE, PARENTAL RESPONSIBILITIES,
CARE, CUSTODY AND ACCESS

(a)

(d)

(e)

(0 to have access to acceptable parenting
programmes;

G) to participate in Ward Child Welfare
CoDmittee, court, and other proceedings
related to the parent's child.

Nc
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CoDfirmatio!
of parentagc.

(2) NotwitlBtanding subsection (1), a parent shall have

the right to apply to a court to prevent a co-parent from asserting his
rights.

(3) A court shall grant an application referred to in
subsection (2), ifsatisfied that the exercise ofany parental rights by
the rcspondent may harm the best interests of the child.

(4) A parent beaxing disproportionate buden in his care
ofhis child due to the neglect ofparental duties by a co-parent may
apply for financial or otler relief.

91. (l) The following penons may apply to a Family Cout
for atr order to confirm the parentage ofa child -

(2) The application to a Family Court under subsection
(l)maybemade-

(a) before the child is born; or

(b) within 3 yean after the death ofthe father or
mother ofachild; or

(c) before a chiid is l8 years ofage or after the
child has attained tlnt age with special leave
of the Farnily Cout.

L The loltowing shall be considered by a Family Court as

evidence of parentage -
Evidencc of
ParentaSc.

(a) the child;

(b) the parent ofa child;

(c) the guardian of a child;

(d) a probation officer;

(e) a social welfae officer; or

(f) any other interested person.



Nrr The Child ftights Act 2024 45

(a) the name of thc parent entered in the register
of births;

(b) performance of customary ccremony by the
father ofthe child;

(c) refirsal by the parent to submit to a medical
test;

(d) published acknowledgement of parentnge;
and

(e) any other matter that the Family Court
considers relevant.

93. A Farnily Court may order the alleged parent to submit to a Medical

medical test and the Court shall on the basis oftbe evidence before it t"stt

make such order as it considers appropriate.

(2) A parents holds, as a means of ensuring the wel[-
being and upbringing of the child, established legal and inherent
privileges in relation to his chil{ including -

(a) 0rc authority to make decisions conceming
the child's upbringing, that they belieye are

in the best interests of his child; choices
about education, healthcare, religious
upbringing, and other important matters that
impact the child's life;

(b) the right to physical custody of the child;
having the child live with him and providing
for his day-to-day needs, such as food,
shelteq clothing, and emotional support;

%. (1) A parent shall ensure the welfare, ofthe child including Parental

making important decisions for him and generatly providing a safe f-i,tl* 
*d

and nuturing environment for growth ana"a*"i"pri"i 
"i 

,n-. h 
;; r*eonsibilities'
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Duty to instill
cultural and
national
pride.

(c) even if one parent has primary physical
custody, the other parent usually retains the
right to visitalion or access as &is ensures
that both parents can maintain a meaningful
relationship with the child, even ifthcy dont
live together;

(d) the responsibility to protect and care for the
child's safety and well-being; creating a safe

envirotrment, addressing the emotional aad
physical needs, and shielding the child from
harm or neglect;

(e) the right to be legally recognised and
protected by law as performing a pdrent's role
inthe life ofthe child, considered essential
for the child's healthy development.

95, A parent shall direct the education of his child to the
development ofrespect for the cultural identity andthe national values
ofthe country in which the child is living the country from which he
may originate, and the child shall not be denied the right to enjoy his
own culture, to profess and practise his own rcligion or to use his
own language.

96. A foster parent shall ensue the welfare, ofa foster child
including-

(a) providing a safe home where the foster child
is looked after and is happy and comfortable;

(b) providing love and support that will help the
foster child to settle and eventually grow and
malure;

(c) attending to the education ofthe foster child,
if ofage, enrol him in school and take active
inter€st in the education ofthe foster child;

(d) attending to the health needs of the foster
child by ensuring that he has access to
medical care when needed;

Responsibility
of foster
pareDt.
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(e) managiag the behaviour ofthe foster child
by being nurturing, patient and
understanding and having a system in place
to handle ditficult behaviour to help the child
deal with their situation;

(0 encouaging contacl with farnily by promoting
healthy contact between the foster child and
his family and employ the social service care
plan to ensure contact is maintained and

managed appropriately;

(g) attending meetings and being a team player
by working together with other social service
providers to manage all aspects of the
fostering joumey of the child in order to
ensure that the foster child is receiving the
correct care for his unique situation;

(h) continuing to improve fostering skills through
ongoing training and support including
specialist training events.

97. (1) Aguardian shatl provide care andprotectionto a child, Guardianship

when the parents of the child arc incapable of providing care and
protectioD ihemselves, eitlertemporarily or permanently.

(2) A temporary guardian shall provide interim care for
the child while the parents are away and a permanent guardian shail
provide care and protection to the child until he is 18 years ofage.

9E. A parent, family member or any person who is raising a
child may apply to a Family Court tbr custody ofthe child.

Application
for custody.

9- A parent, family or any person who has been caring for 
" i":{:::::-child may apply to a Family Court for periodic access to the child.
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considcration 100. (l) A Family Court shall consider the best interests ofthe
for cusrody. child and tbe importance of a young child being with his mother

when making an order for custody or access.

(2) Subject to subsection (1), a Family Court shall also

consider -

(a) the €e of the child;

O) that it is preferable for a chiid to be witl his
parents except if his rights are persistently
being abused by his parents;

(c) the views ofthe child, ifthe views have been

independently given;

(d) that it is desimble to keep siblings together;

(e) tle need for continuity in the car€ and control
ofthe child; and

(f) any other matter that the Family Coun
considers relevant.

Unlawful
removal of
child.

Duty lo
mainiain
a child.

I01. A person shall not ulawfully remove a child from another
person who has the lar,rtrrl custody of the child.

102. (l) A parent or any other person who is legally liable to
maintain a child or contribute towards the mahtenance ofa child is

under a duty to supply the necessaries ofhealth, life, education and
reasonable shelter for the child.

(2) For the purposes of subsection (1), "education"
means basic education-

(3) Subject to this Act, the father ofthe chil4 whether it
is legitimate or no! is legally liable to maintain the child.
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(a) a parent of the child;

@) fte guardian ofthe child; or

(c) any other person.

(2) The following may also apply to a Family Court for a
Maintenance Order -

(a) the child by his next friend;

@) a probation officer;

(c) social worker;

(d) social services officer; or

(e) protaction officer.

(3) The application for mahtenance may be made against
any person who is legally liable to maintain the child or contribute
towards the maintenance of the child.

I04. A Family Court sball consider the following when making
a Maintenance Order -

(a) the income and wealth ofboth parents ofthe
child or ofthe person legally liable to maintain
the child;

(b) any impairment ofthe eaming capacity ofthe
person legally liable to maintain the chil{

(c) the frnancial responsibility of the person
legally liable with respect to the maintenance
of other children;

(d) the cost of living in the area where the child
is resident;

(e) the dghts of the child under this Acq and

(f) any other matter which a Family Court
considers relevant.

49

103. (l) The foltowing persons who have custody ofa child Application

may apply to a Famity Court for a Maintenance Order for th. .hild - iil,o,"n-".
Order

Considerdion
for
Maintenallcc
Order.
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Re4uest for
social
enquiry
report.

Form of
Maintenance
Orders.

105. (t) A Family Coult may requcst that a probation ofiicer
or social welfare officer should prepare a social enquiry report on the
issue of maintenance b€fore it for consideration.

(2) A Family Court shall, in making any order consider
the social enquiry report prepared by the probation officer or social
welfbre offcer.

106. (l) A Family Court may award maintenancc to the mother
ofa child whether married to tle father or not, where the father has

been identified and the maintenance shall include the folloling -

(a) medical expenses for the duration of her
pregnancy, delivery or death oftle child;

O) a periodic allowance for the maintenance of
the mother during her p€riod of pregnancy
and for a further period of9 months after the
delivery ofthe child; and

(c) the payment of a reasonable sum to b€

determined by the Family Court for the
continued education ofthe mother ifshe is a

child herself,

(2) A Family Court may order a periodic palment or lump
sum palment for the maintenance of a child and the eamings or
property of the penon legally liable to maintain the child may be

attached.

(3) The anachment order shall be applicable in all cases

offailure to pay maintenance.

(4) When considering an application for maintenance, a

Family Cout may make a Maintenance Order which it considers

reasonable for any child in the househotd.

(5) A Family Cout may make an order for arrears of
maintenance against any person legally liable to pay maintenance.
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107. (1) Any person who has custody of a child \4,ho is the Persons

subject ofa Mainterrance Order is entitled to receive and administer entitled to
Mainlenance

the Maintenance Ordcr of the Family Court Ordefi.

(2) Ifthe parent, guardian or whoever has custody ofthe
child should cease to be a fit person, the Family Court of the area
where the child is resident may appoint another person to have
custody ofthe child and administer the Maintenance Order and that
person shall act as iforiginally appointed by the Family Court.

108. (1) A Maintenance Order made by a Family Court shall Duration

expire when the child attains the age of t S years or aies Uefore thut of Gd"t

age.

(2) A Maintenance Order shall lapse before the child
altains the age of 18 years, if before that age the child is gainfully
employed.

(2) An application under this section may be brought by
a parent of the child or a person who has the custody of a child.

109. (l) A Family Court may, notwithstanding section 108, continuation

continue a Maiatenance Order after a child has attainecl l8 years. if irt*o,"n*""
the child is engaged in a course ofcontiDuing education or training orden in
after that age. cenain cases.

ll0. A Family Coun may, if satisfied, vary or discharge a variation or

Maintenance Ordei on the application of a p"reni the p"r.on 
-r"ho 

:[t"l*r.* "
has the custody of the child or yormg person or any otler person
legally liable to maintain the child.

lll. An action may be brought by any person to enforce a Enforcemenl

Mairtenance Order 30 days after the orier is made or due. of order'

I12. A non-custodial parent in respect ofwhom an application Non-cusrodial

is made to a Family Court ior an order ofparentage, custody, access flii!"1[,
or maintenance under this Part shall have access to the child who is to child.
the subject of the order.
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aMaintenance Order ifan application for maintenance is pending in
matrimonial proceedings under that Act.

114. A person tvho -

(a) ullawfully removes a child from another
person who has laMul custody of the child
contrary to sectiotr I 12; or

1b) fails to supply the necessaries ofhealth, life,
education and reasonable shelter for a child
when legally iiable to do so cont"ry to sectior
102;or

(c) b ngs an action for maintenance under this
Part while an application for maintenance is

pending in marimonial proceedings,

commits an offenc.e and is liable, on conviction, to a fine not exceeding

NLe. 5,000 or to irnprisonment for a term not exceeding 6 montbs or to
both such fne and imprisonment.

i 15. The forms to be used and the procedure for this Part shall

be provided for by regulations made under this Act.

I16. The ChiefJustice may, by statutory instument, waive part

or all of the filing fees or other fees payable for an application under
this Part.

PART IX - AT'TERNATIVE CARE - ADOPTION AND DAYCARE

Avoidancc of 113. The provisions oflhis Part are to be read as one with dre

]:il:^':---- Matrimonial Causes Act, (Cap 102) and no action may be brought for
applica(ions

Offences
under tlis
Part.

Prcccdure for
applicaiion.

Waiver of
fees.

Guiding_ l17. (l) Decisioos conceming altemative care shall take full

il":::i?., account of the desirability, in principte, of maintaining the child as

of alremarive clos€ as possible to his habitual plase ofrEsidence, in order to facilitate
care. contact and potential reintegration with his family and to minimise

disruption ofhis educational, cultural and social life.
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107. (l) Any person who has custody of a child who is the Persons

subject ofa Mainteuance Order is entitled to receive ancl administer iilitlid"f""
the Maintenanc€ Order ofthe Family Courl. orders.

(2) Iftbe parcnt, guardian or whoever has custody ofthe
child should cease to be a fit person, the Family Court of the area

where the child is resident may appoint another person to have
custody oftbe child and administer the Maintenance Order and that
person shall act as iforiginally appointed by the Family Court.

108. (1) A Maintenance Order made by a Family Court shall
expire when the child attains the age of l8 years or dies before that
age-

(2) A Maintenance Order shall lapse before the child
attains the age of 18 years, ifbefore that age the child is gainfully
employed.

(2) An application under this section may be brought by
a parent ofthe child or a person who has the custody ofa child.

109. 0) A Family Cowt may, notwithstanding section 108, Continuation

continue a Maintenance Order after a child has attained t 8 years, if li"in,"nun""
the child is engaged in a course ofcontinuiog education or training 6,r4sE ir
after that age. cdtain c&s€s.

Du
of

rali
Order

110. A Family Court may, if satisfied, vary or discharge a variation or

Maintenance Order on the application of a p-eni the p"non 
"who 

:1i""1*r." "
has the custody of the child or yourg person or any other person
legally liable to maintain the child.

1ll. An action may be brought by any Derson to enforce a Enforccment

Maintenance order 30 days after the orier is made or due. of order

112. A non-custodial parent in respect ofwhom an application Non-custodial

is madeto a Famity Court ior an orcler ofparentage. custoiy. a"".ts flffil$*
or maintenance under this Part shall have access to the child who is to child.
the subject ofthe order.
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l14. A person who -

(a) unla*fi ly removes a child from another
person who has lawful custody of the child
contrary to section I 12; or

(b) faits to supply the necessaries of health, life,
education and reasonable shelter for a child
wben Iegally liable to do so conu'ary to section

102;or

(c) brings an action for mainteaance u.nder this
Pan while an application for maintenance is
pending in matrimonial proceedings,

commits an offence and is liable, on convictioD, to a fine not exceeding
NL€. 5,000 or to imprisonment for a term not exceeding 6 months or to
both such fire and imprisonrnent.

i15. The forms to be used and the procedure for this Part shall
be provided for by regulations made under this Act.

I I6. The ChiefJustice may, by statutory instrument, waive part
or all ofthe filing fe€s or other fees payable for an application under
this Pan.

PAK| IX.AITERNATIVE CARE - ADOPTION AND DAYCARE

Avoidancc of 1 13. The provisions of this Part are to be read as one with the

::ll:^:"-^^ Matrimonial Causes Act, (Cap 102) and no action may be brought formalnlenance
applicarions. aMaintenance Order if an application for maintenance is pending in

matrimonial proceedings under that Act.

Olfences
under this
Part-

Procedure for
application.

Waivcr of
fecs-

cuiJing t17. (l) Decisions conceming altemative care shall take full

ijl":::i::,." account of the desirability, in principle, ofmaintaining the child as

of airemarire close as possible to his habituat place ofresidence, in order to facilitate
care contact and potential reintegration with his family and to minimise

disruption ofhis educational, cultual and social life.

No.
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(2). Decisions regarding children in altemative care,
including those in informal care, shall have due regard for the
importance of ensuring children a stable home and of meeting thet
basic need for safe and continuous attacbment to their caregivers,
with permanency generally being a key goal.

(3) A child in altemative care shall be treated with dignity
and respect at all times and must benef,t from effective protection
from abuse, neglect and all forms ofexploitation, whether on the part
of care providers, peers or third parties, in whatever care setting they
may frnd themselves.

(4) Removal ofa child from the care of the family into
altemative care shall -

(a) be taken as a measure of last resort and
whenever possible, be Gmporary and for the
shortest possible duration;

(b) be regularly reviewed and the child's retum
to parental care, once the original causes of
removal have been resolyed or have
disappeared, should be in the best interests
of the child.

(5) Financial and material poverty, or conditions directly
and uniquely imputable to such poyerty, shall nevff be the only
justification for -

(a) the removal ofa child fiom parental care;

(b) receiving a child into alternative care; or

(c) preventing the reintegration of a child, but
shall be seen as a signal for the need to
provide appropriate support to the family.

(O Attention shall be paid to promoting and safeguarding
all other rights ofspecial pertinence to the situation ofchil&en without
parental care, including, access to educatiorq health and other basic
services, the right to identity, freedom ofreligion or belief, language
and protection of prop€rty and inheritance rights.

No
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(7) Sibtings with existing bonds shall, in principle not be

separated by placements in alt€matiye care unless tlere is a clear risk
of abuse or otherjustification in tbe best interests ofthe child and in
any case, every effort shall be made to enable siblings to maintain
contact with each other, unless 0ris is against their wishes or interesls,

(8) Recognising that, in most countries, the majority of
children without parental care are looked after informally by relatives

or others, the Minister shall deyise appropriate means, to ensure

their welfare and protection while in such informal care arrangements,

with due respect for cultural, economic, gender and religious
differences and practices that do not conflict with the rights aad best

interests of the child.

(9) A child shall not be wilhout the support md Frotection
ofa legal guardian or otler recognised responsible aduh or competent
public body at any time.

(10) The provision of alternative care shall never be

undertaken with a prime purpose offurthering the political religious
or economic goals ofthe providers.

(ll) The use of residential care shall be limited to cases

where such a setting is specifically appropriate, necessary and

constructive for the individual child concerned and in his best
interests.

(12) Altemative care for young children, especially those

under the age of3 yean, shall be provided in family-based settings,

except warranted in order to prevent the separation ofsiblings and in
cases where the placemenl is of an emergency naturc or is for a
predetermined and very limited duration, it slnll include planned hmily
reintegration or other appropriate long-term care solution as its
outcome.



No. The Child Rights Act 2024 53

(2). Decisions regarding children in altemalive care,
including those in informal care, shall have due regard for the
importance ofensuring chil&en a stable home and of meeting their
basic need for safe and continuous attachment to their caregiven,
with permarcncy generally being a key goal.

(3) A child in altemative care shall be teatcd u/ith dignity
and respect at all times and must benefit from effective protection
from abuse, neglect and all forms ofexploitation, whettrer on the part
of care providers, peers or third parties, in whatever care setting they
may hnd themselves.

(4) Removal ofa child from the care of the family into
&ltemative care shall -

(a) be taken as a measure of last resort and
whenever possible, be t€mporary and for ttre
shortest possible duration;

@) be regularly reviewed and the child's retum
to pareotal car€, once the original causes of
removal have been resolved or have
disappeared, should be in tle best interests
of the child.

(5) Financial and material poverty, or conditions directly
and uniquely imputable to such poverty, shall never be the only
j ustification for -

(a) the removal ofa child from parental care;

(b) receiving a child iDto altemative care; or

(c) preveoting the reintegration of a child, but
shall be seen as a signal for the need to
provide appropriate support to the family.

(O Attention shall be paidto promoting and safeguarding
all otherrighs ofspecial pertinence to the situation ofchildren withoul
parental care, including, access to education, health and other basic
services, the right to identiry, Aoedom ofreligion or beliet language
and protectior of property and inieritance rights.



g N(r The Child Rigtus Act 2024

(a Siblings with existing bonds shall, in principle not be

s€parated by placements in altemative care unless there is a clear risk
of abuse or otherjustification in tbe best interests ofthe cbild and in
any case, eyery effort shall be Dade to enable siblings to maintain
contact with sach otbel unless dfs is against their wishes or interests.

(8) Recognising that, in most countries, the majority of
children withow parental care are looked after informally by relatives

or others, the Minister shall devise appropriate means, to ensure

their welfare and protection while in such informal care arangements,
with due respect for cultural, economic, gender and religious
differences and practices tlrat do nol conflict with the rights and best

interests of the child.

(9) A chitd shall not be without the support od brotection
ofa legal guardian or other recognised responsible aduh or competent
public body at any time.

(10) The provision of alternativ€ care shall never be

undertaken with a prime pnrpose offlrthering the political religious
or econornic goals ofthe providers.

(11) The use of residential care shall be limited to cases

where such a setting is specifically appropriate, necessary and
constructive for the individual child concemed and in his best
interests.

(12) dtemative carc for young children, especially those

under the age of3 years, shall be provided in family-based settings,

exc€pt waranted in order to prevent the separation ofsiblings and in
cases where the placement is of an emergency nature or is for a

predetennined and very limited duratiorf it shall include planned family
reintegration or other appropriate long-term care solutioo as its
outcome.
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(13) The Minister shall establish care standards to ensure
the quality and conditions that are conducive to the child's
development, such as individualised and small-group care, and
evaluate existiDg facilities against these standards and decisions
regarding the establishment of, or permission to establish, new
residential care facilities, whether public or privare, should take fulI
account of this deinstitutionalisation objective and strategy.

ll8. (1) The Minister shall devise a system and train staff to 6ri6r'"" 1o,

assess and match the needs ofa child witt the abilities and resources fosterage

ofpotential foster carer and to prepare all concerned for placement. of child'

(2) A pool ofaccredited foster carers shall be identified in
each locality who caa providc children with care and protection while
maintaining ties to family, community and cultural group.

(3) Special preparation, support and counselling sewices
for foster carers shall be developed and made available to carers at
regular intervals, before, during and after &e placement.

(4) A carer shall have, within fostering agencies and other
systems involved with children without parental care, the opportuniry
to make his voice heard and to influence policy.

(5) The establishment ofassociations offoster carers that
can provide important mutual support and co ribute to practice and
policy development shall be encouraged.

ll9. A person who is above the age of2l years, of bigh momt Perso_n who

character and prov€n integrity, may be a foster- parent to a child. :Tri::t"

120. (l) Where achildwho is in need ofcare and protection, s conditions

social services officer, social worker and protection officer may place for' tot'"'

the child with a foster parent who is willing to undertakc the care and placemont,
maintenauce of thechild.
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Applicatlon
for foster

placemerit.

(2)A foster parent in whose care a child who is in need of care ard
protection is committ€d shall, while the child remains in his care,
have th€ same responsibilities in respect ofthe child's maintenance
as if he were the parent ofthe child.

121. (l) A person who is destous of fostering a child who is
in need of care and protection shail complete the application form
specified in the Schedule and submil it to a social services oficer,
social worker and protectioD omcer, who shall obtain the approval of
the court for placement of the child with the applicant.

(2) Notwithstanding subsection (1), a relative ofa child
who is in need of car€ and protection may foster the child without
submitting an application to a social services officer, social worker
and protection officer for approval of the court.

122. (l) A foster parent shall be accountable to the Ministry,
which shall ensure, inter ali4 frequent inspections comprising both
scheduled and unaruroulced visits, involving discussion with and

observation ofthe foster parent and the child.

(2) Inspections under subsection (l) shall be conducted
by a social services officer, social worker and protection officer, who
shall be responsible to consult in conditions ofprivacy with the child
in placement, visiting the care settings in which he lives and

undertaking investigatiom into alleged situation ofviolation ofthe
child's rights in those settings, on complaint or on its own initiative.

l?, (1) The Reunification with biological parents or guardiar
shall be the desired outcome for children in foster care and when a

chitd is taken into care, a reunification plan shall be created and

worted towards for the length oftime that the child is in care.

(2) The reunification proc€ss generally consists of the
following steps, which are designed to make sure a foster child is
safe and happy when he retum to their birth family as a child's best
interests are always at the foretont ofdecisions made with regard to
reunification -

Monitoring
foster care
placelnent.

Reunification
of child in
foster care
vith
biological
par€nts or
guardians.

56
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(a) assessment process - a foster child's needs

shall be assessed by the social worker to
determine u,hether rermificationwifi the birth
parents is viable and in your foster child's
best interests;

@) care plan - the social worker aad parents shall
develop a care plan that outlines the
conditions needed for reunification to take
place and also belp prepare the foster child
for a potential reunification with their birth
parents ard which shall be reviewed and
updated regularly;

(c) support for birth parents - \+trere reunification
is viable, the birth parents will workwith social
services to help them to prepare for
reunification;

(d) support for your foster chitd - a foster parent,
shall work with the child to maintain a
relationship with his birth family in order to
prepare him for rcunification.

(e) monitoring and reviewing reunification - a
social worker shall, where a foster child has

been reunited with his birth family, monitor
the situation to make sure that the child is

safe, and the birth parents are able to meet
their responsibilities.

lZ. Subject to the Adoption Act, 1989, a person who has Adoption

resided with and taken care ofa child as a foster parent for ,:ll::t" ilLtji"j'r?l,,ll
than a coatinuous period of6 months, may apply to adopt a child if
he is at least 30 years of age.

125. (1) The Government may establish an approved Approval ofa
residential home referred to in this Act as Lome for the care oichildren residential

in such areas as the Minister may dei ;;: 
*' * *' -' -'"^* -" 

:il;L"J" "'
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Admission of
child inlo
appfoved
residential
horno for
children.

(2) A person, including a non-governmental organisation
may also estat lish and op€rate a home for the care ofchildren, subject
to the approval ofthe local council.

(3) An application for the approval of a home shall be
submitted to the local couacil-

(4) The local council shall cause the home to be inspected
and ifthe home meets the required standard it shall be approved by
notice published in the Gaz€tte.

(5) Upon approval by the local council, the home shall
oblain a licence to operate issued by the council after payment ofthe
prescribed fee but this provision shall not apply to a government
home.

(O A non-governmeDtal home for the care of children in
existence at the commencement of this Act shall apply to the local
council for approval and the issue ofa licence within a period ofsix
months Aom the commencement ofthis Act.

(7) An applicant under subsection (6) who fails to obtain
a licence after the 6 months refered to therein, shall cease the
operation ofthe home concerned.

126. (1) A child may be admitted to a home forthe
care ofchildren-

(a) pending the determinafion by a Family Court
of a protection order urder this Act;

(b) on tre recommendation of a probation officer,
social services offrcer, social worker or
protection officer who has determined that
the approved home for the care ofchildren is
the most suitable place for the child; or

(c) ifthe child is an orphatr and family care and
fosterage are not available.
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(3) lfa home for the care ofchildren fails to maintain th€
required standard, its licence to operate may be cancelled or
suspended by the local council and ahernative arrangements shall
be made by the council for the child in the home.

127. (l) While achild is inahomeforthe care ofchildren, the Parenral

staff of the home for the care of children shall assume Dal'enlal responsibititv

responsibility for the child and ensure tbat the rights 
"f 

rir. 
"r,ifa ilijil ,i,

under this Act are protected. 
:;fr:*'

(2) Notwithstanding subsection (l) the parenls, guardian
or relatives ofa child in a home for tre care ofchildren shall supplement
tlle efforts of the home to safeguard ard promote the welfare of the
child by visiting tle child and othe,rwise protecting the interests of
the child.

(3) Parental responsibility of a child in a home for the
care of children shall include an application to a Family Court to
protect the best interests ofthe child where necessary.

128. (l) A Family Coutmay order that the parent, guardian or
relative ofa child in a home for the care ofchildren shall contribute
towards the maintenance ofthe child in the home.

(2) Any amount to be contributed shall be reasonable
and may be varied by the Family Court if tlere is a change in
circumstances of the contributor.

tD.
autbority

Court may
order parent
or guardian to
contribute to
mainten&nce
of child in a
rcsidential
home for
childrcn.

A local council shall monitor homes within its area of Local
councils
to monitor
rcsidentisl
homes fot
childrcn.

(2) A prolection order issued by the Family Court under
paragraph (a) of subsection ( t ), shall determine the duration of stay
ofachild placed in a residential care home for children.
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Power of
MiDister to
give
directives to
residential
homes for
children.

130. 'the Minister may give such orders and dtections to a

home for the care ofchildren as may be expedient in the public interest.

(2) The council shall, where the inspection reveals thal
the residential home for children is not being managed efficiently in
the best int€rests of the chiklren, suspend the pendt and the owner
or operator shall be ordered to make good a dehult within a stipulated
time.

(3) lfthe owner ff operator fails to make good the default
withinthe stipulated time, the permit shall be cancelled.

(2) After a child has been rehrmed to his family home
from a home for the care ofchildren, the probation offrcer and social
welfare officer shall keep regular contact with the child and his family
to ensure that the best interests of the child are sustained.

(3) Where a child is uDablc to retum to his parcnts or to
go to foster-parents or has no parent or foster-par€nt, he shall be

encouraged and assisted by the home for the care ofchildren and the
probation officer and social welfare officer to become independent
and self-reliant.

lnspection of 131. (l) The council shall inspect the premises, book, accounts
rcsidenrial and other records of a residential home lor children at least once in
home for
chitdren every 6 months.

Reunification 132. (1) It shall be the responsibility ofthe staffofa t}le care

:r-illl*:l h ofchildren in ofchildren, the probation officer, social welfare oftcer
homes and any other person homes to assist a child resident in a home for
for children. the care ofchildren to become for reunited with its parents,

guardian or relatives.
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133. (l) Subject to thisAct, a child in a home for the care of Adoption

children may be pui up for adoption if ir is in the best interests of ft e :It;:Xi jichild. homes for

(2) The decision for the adoption ofa child in a home for "hildt"n
the care of children shall be taken by the local council after
consultation with the management ofthe home.

134. The Minister may by statutory instrument make regulations Regulations

for homes for the care of clrildren. ;lJ"j'A?t*'
children.

135. (l) Subject to ftis Act, a child in a non-residential care Adoption of
se[ing may be put up for adoption if it is in the best interests offie child in non-

child. 
-- --- resid€ntia!

csrc settings.

(2) For the purpose of the adoption of a child in non-
residential care setting, the Director ofchildren's Affeirs Directoraie,
of the Ministry, shall prepare a report to assist the Cou.rt on an
application for an adoption order to determine whether a person who
is rot a parent of the child has any rights or obligations in respect of
the chitd and whether tiat person's consent ought to be obtained for
the adoption order.

(2) A person who -

(a) operates a home for the care of children
without a licence issued by a local council;
or

(b) continues to operate a home for the care of
children in contravention ofthis Act: or

(c) obstructs or hinders a persol conducting an

inspection under section 131,

2024

136. (l) The penalty for contlavention in respect ofthe rights off€nces.

ofthe child and parental duty in section 94 shatl apply to a person in
a home for the care ofchildren who fails to uphold the rights ofthe
child.
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Permil to
operate day-
carc c€ntri.

commits an otrence and is liable, on conviction to a fine not exceeding
NLe. 5, 000 or to a term of imprisonment not exceeding one year or to
botlt such fine and imprisonment and in the case of a continuing
offence, to a further fme not exceeding NLe50,000 for each day on
which the offence continues.

137. (l) Subject to this sectior; no person shall operate a day
care cente except under a permit issued by the local council.

(2) An application for a permit to opemte a day-care centre

shall be submitted by the applicant to the local council.

(3) l'he application shall be accompanied by such fees
as may be prescribed.

(4) The council shall inspect the proposed day-care
centre and if it meets the required standard it shall approve the
application and grant a permit upon payment ofthe fee for the permit
as prescribed.

(5) Any day-care cenre ia operation without a permit
granted by a council shalt be closed on l4 days' notice to the orlrrer
or operator by the council.

138. (l) The council shall inspect the premises, books,
accounts and o0ter records of a day-care centre at least once in
every 6 montbs.

(2) The council shall, where the inspection reveals that
the day- care c€ntre is not being managed efficientty in the bes"
int€rests ofthe children, suspend the pemrit and the owner or op€rator
shall be ordersd to make good a default within a stipulated time.

(3) Ifthe owner or opnalor fails to make good the default within
the stipulated time, the permit shall be cancelled.

139. A local councilshall make such bye-laws as il may detemrine
for the operation ofday-care centres within its disnict.

Inspcction of
day-care
centres.

Byc-la*s and
guidelines-
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(2) A policy directive under subsection ( I ) shall be issued
for administration by the local council.

l4l. (l) A person who owns or operates a day-care centre Existing

irmediatety before the commencement of this Act who intends to op"tutut'

continue to operate the day-care centre shall apply to the local council
for a permit within 6 months of the commencement of this Act.

(2) An applicatrt mder subsection ( I ) who fails to obtain
a licence after the 6 months referred to therein, shall cease the
operation ofthe day-caxe centre concemed.

63

lzl0. (l) The Minister may, in addition to $e byeJaws. i55us Policv

such policy directives as may be necessary for the operation of day direetives'

care centres.

142. A person who -

(a) operates a day-care centre without permit
issued by the local council; or

(b) continues to operate a day-care centre in
contravention of this Act; or

(c) obstruct or hinders a penon conducting an

inspection under section 138,

commits an offence and is liable, on conviction to a fine flot exceedilg
NLe. 2,000 or to a term of imprisonment not exce€ding oDe year or to
bo& and in the case of conlinuing offence to a fi.rther fine not
exceeding NLe. 5,000 for each day on which the offence continues.

PARI X -NATIONAL COMMISSION FOR CHILDREN

143. (l) There is hereby estabtished a body to be known as Estabtishmenr

the National Commission for Children. 
Bforll1i..ion.

Ge[eral
offence
and pcnalty

No
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Indepcndenc€
of
Commission.

Commissioner
and Depufy
Commissioner.

Composition
of
Co(lmissioD.

(2) 'Ihe Commission shall be body corporate having
perp€tual succession and capable ofacquidng holding and disposing
of any property, whether movable or immovable and of suing and
being sue.d in its corporate name an4 subject to thisAct, ofperforming
all such acts as bodies corporate may by law perform.

(3) The Commission shall have a corffnon seal the use of
which shall be authenticated by the signatures of the Chairman and
one other member of the Commission designated in that behalf by
the Commission.

l,l4. Except as otherwise provided in this Act, the Commission
shall not be subject to the direction or conuol of any person or
audrority in the performance of its flmctions.

145. The Commission shall have a Commissioner and Deputy
Comrdssioner who shall, on the recomrnendation ofthe Minister, be

appointed by the President, Aom amongst persons with proven
lcrowledge and experience in child rights matters, subject to the
approval of Parliament.

146. (l) The Commission shall consist of-

(a) the Commissioner, as Chairman;

(b) the D€puty Commissioner, as Vice Chairman;
and

(c) 3 other members, at least 2 ofwhom shall be
women, appointed by the President, subject
to the approval of Parliamenl.

@) The members ofthe Commission shall be appointed
from amongst persoDs of-

(a) high moral probity who have so dbtinguished
themselves in their respective fields as to
command the respect ofthe public;

(b) proven record ofrespect for, and interest in
rights and welfare ofchildren;
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147. (1) A member oftle Commission shall hold office for a Tenurc of

tenn of3 years and shall be eligible for reappointment. [:frI:t,::

(c) well-versed in the rights contained in the
Constitution of Sierra Leone and other
statues, the Conve ion of the Rights of a
Chil4 the Afiica Charter on the Rights and
welfare of Children Chapter llI of the
Constitution and familiar with the
intemational conventions, treaties and other
agreements relating to Children's rights.

@) A person shall cease to be a member of the
Commission on any ofthe following grounds -

(a) for his inability to perform the flrnctions of
his office by reason of infirmity ofmind or
body;

(b) for proven misconduct;

(c) ifhe becomes bankrupt or insolvent;

(d) if he is convicted of an offence involving
fi"aud or dishonesty;

(e) if he fails to attend three consecutive
meetings of the Commission without
reasonable cause;

(f) if he resigns his office by written notice to
the President.

(3) Section 137 ofthe CoDstitution, with the necessary
modifications, shall apply to the proofofany misconduct referred to
in paragra.ph (b) ofsubsection (2).

1,1{1. The Chairman and members of the Commission other than
thecommissioner and Deputy Commissioner shall be paid such
remuneration and allowalces as Parliament may determine and such
remuneration and allowances shall not be altered to their
disadvantag€ during their temre of office.

Remuneration
and

of members.

No.
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Proceedings
of
Commission.

149. (l) The Commission shall meet for the dispatch of its
business at least once every month.

(2) The Chairman shall preside at every meeting of the
Commission, and in his absence, the members present shall appoint
a member from among themselves to preside at tlat meeting.

(3) A majority of members of the Commission may, by
notice in w ting sign€d by them, request the Chairman to summon a

special meeting of the Commission for such purposes as may be

stated in the notice.

(4) The Chairman or, in his absence, the m€mber
appointed to act on his behalfshall summon a special meeting within
5 days ofhis receipt of the notice referred to in subsectlon (3).

(5) The quorum at a meeting ofthe Commission shall be

6.

(6) A member ofihe Commission shall have one vote, where
there is an equality ofvotes, the Chairman or other penon presiding
shall have a castiag vote.

(7) A proposal circulated among all members and agreed
to in writing by a twc.thirds majority of all mombers shall be of th€
same force or effect as a decision made at a duly constituted meeting
of the Commission and shall be incorporated in the minutes of the
next succeeding meeting ofthe Commission:

Provided that, if a member requires that such proposal be placed
before a meeting of the Commission, this subsection shall not apply
to such proposal.

(8) The Corrmission may co-opt any person to atend
and participate in its deliberations on any matter but suoh person

shall not vote on any issue for the decision by the Commission.

(9) The Commission shall cause minutes of all its meetings
to be taken and signed by the Chairman and kept in proper form.
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(10) Subject to this Act, the Commission shall regulate its
own procedure.

150. (l) A member of the Corunission who has an intcrest, Disclosure

whether direct or indlect, in a matter being considered or to be or'nl"t"tt

considered by the Cornmission, shall disclose the nature ofhis interest
to the Cornrnission and the disclosure shall be recorded in the minutes
of the Commission and such member shall not take part in a

deliberation or decision ofthe Commission relating to that matter

(2) A member of the Commission who contravenes
subsection (l) shall be guilty of misconduct and shall be removed
from the Comrnission.

(2) A member ofthe Comrnission shall not be personally
liable for any debt or obligation ofthe Commission.

(2) A committee appointed under subsection (l) shall
consist ofqualifiedmsmbsrs of&e Cornmission and the general public.

(3) The committee appointed under subsection (l) shall,
in the prsuance of their respective furctions, hold public hearings
and receive petitions.

PART XI - FUNCTIONS AND POWERS OF COMMISS(ON

152- (l) The Commission shall, for tlle effective performance committccs

or its functions under this Act. appoinl such committees with such Sfonlrirs|on
fiuctions as it considers fit.

153. (1) The object for which the commission is established Functions of

is for the protection and promotion ofchildren's right and welfrJe h commission'

Sierra kone.

151. 0) An action or oth€r proceedings shall not lie or be lmmunity of
instiluted against a member of the Commission or member of a mcmbcrs'

committee ofthe Commission for or in respect ofan act or thing done
or omitted to be done in good faith in the exercise of his frrnctions
under this Act.
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(2) Without prejudice to the generality ofsubsection ( 1),

it shall be the fimdion of the Commission to -

(a) investigate or inquire, on its own or on
complaints by a person, allegations ofchild
rights violations and to report in writing;

(b) monitor and coordinatr the implementation
of the Convention and the Charter and any
other intertrational or regional agreement
relating to childxen to whicb Sierra Leone is a

partyi

(c) organise and coordinate, on an annual basis,
the holding ofa Child Parliament in order for
children to articulate their views;

(d) monitor aad document violation of child
rights in Sierra Leone;

(e) oversee the implementation ofthe Guiding
Principles ou the Implemantation ofthe Righs
ofthe Child under Part UI;

(f) advise Govemment on policies and legal
&amework aimed at promoting the right and
the improvement ofthe condition or welfare
of children in Sierra Leone, compatible with
the Conv€ntion and the Charter; and

G) promote resp€ct for child rights and welfare
by-

(! public education and awareness
progranmes aimed at promoting a

culuur ofrespect for child dgbts in Sisrra
kone;

(i) providing information on child rights
and locating within the Commissioo. a
resource ald documentation cenhe on
child rights and welfare;

No
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(ii) publishing specific guidelines, manuals
and other materials explaining the
obligations of public officials in the
protection of children's rights, including
parental responsibilities; and

(iv) cooperating with non-governmental
organisations and other public interest
bodies engaged in the field of child
rights.

(3) The Cornmission shall, in the exercise ofits fimctiotrs
under this Act -

(a) be impartial and fair in tle conduct of an
investigation or inquiry under this Act;

O) repo4 in wdting, the result ofan investigation
or inquiry and furnish in the report, the
leasons for the conclusiol reached or
reported; and

(c) publish the report ofan investigation, having
due regfid to tbe rights of those affected,
including their rights to privacy.

(4) The Govemment shall, where a report is published
under paragraph (c) ofsubsection (3), respond publicly and within
2l days to the recommendation or other decision made by the
Commission as the remedy for a violation ofChild rights.

(5) The Commission's power of investigation under this
Act shall not include the investigation ofany matter pending before,
or already decided by a court ofcompetentjurisdiction.

(O The Commission may, in ils rcport on an investigation
published under paragraph (c) of subsection (3), recommend the

pa)ment of compensation for victims ofChild rights violations, their
families or legal representatives and also to award costs in appropriate
cases.
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Powers of
Commission.

154. (1) For the pwposes ofan investigation under this Act,
the Cornmission shall have -

(a) such powers, rights and privileges as are
vested in the High Court ofJustice or ajudge
thereof in a trial in respect of-
(i) enforcing the attendance of witnesses

and examiningthem on oatlL affirrnation
or otherwise;

(D compelling the production of
documents and other things; and

(iD the issue of a commission or request to
examine witnesses abroad; 

.

(b) power to issue or make orders or directions
10 enforce its decisions, including measures
to protect the life and safety of children and
free medical teatment where necessa.ry;

(c) power to refer to the Hjgh Cou( for contempt,
a person who refuses, without justifiable
cause, to comply with a decision, direction
or order of the Commission within a specified
time;

(d) have access to government offices, facilities
and places of detention, including prisons,
police cells, remand homes and probation
facilities, in order to investigate a child rights
matter initiat€d by the Commission or brought
to the attenfion of the Commission as well as

access to non-classified information in
govemment docurnents.

(2) The oath or affimation referred to in subparagraph (i)
of paragraph (a) ofsubsection (l) ofsection 154 shalt be administered
by the Chairman or another member or staff of the Commission
authorised in thal behafby the Chairman.
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155. (l) The Commission shall have a secretariat which shall secrctariat of
provide administratiye, secretarial and other support to the commission

Commission.

(3) A person who is aggrieved by a decision of the
Commission made in a report under paragraph (c) ofsub-section (3)
ofsection I 53 may appeal to the Suprerne Court against sucb decision,

PART XII.ADMTNISTR{TTVE PROVISIONS

(2) The Commission shall employ in the secretariat such
stafl upon such terms and conditions as i1 may determine.

(a) provide overall leadsship in tle conduct and
matragement of the day-to{ay business or
activities of the Commission;

(b) organise firnd-raising from donors;

(c) initiate and maintain high-level contact with
interested parties, both local and intemational,
in relevant areas of the welfare and
development of children;

(d) monitor and supervise the preparation ofthe
annual budgets and repofts of the
Cornmission;

(e) recruit ard appoint omcers and staffofsuch
number and categories as the Commission
may speciry:

Provided that hma&ing an appointment, the
Commissioner shall limit recruitment to positions for which there are

vacancies, each with ajob description and a continuingjustification;

156. (1) The Commissioner shall be the Executive Secretary Executive

and head ofthe secretadat who shall be responsible tG. secreutv'
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Deputy
Execulive
Sec,6tary.

(f) ensure non-discrimination and equality of
teatrnent for the staffand all applicants for
emplo),rnent.

(2) In the p€rformarce of his flmctions under this Act,
the Commissioner shall be assisted principally by the Depuly
Commissioner who shall also act for the Cornmissioner in t}le absence

ofthe Commissioner.

157. (1) The Commission shall have a Deputy Executive whom
the Commission shall, after consultation with the Executive Secretary,

Secretary.

(2) A person shall not be appointed Deputy Executive
Secretary ualess he has formal qualiflcation in a Fofession, relevanl
or appropriate to the operations ofthe Commission and a proven
abiliry in public administration and management.

(3) The Deputy Exscutive Secretary shall hold office for
a period of 5 years and shall be eligible for reappointment for another
period of5 years only.

(4) The Deputy Director-General shall serve as the
principal assistant to the Dtector-General in the administration of
the Commission, carry ou1 such duties as may be assigned to him by
the Executive Secretary and also act as Executive Secretary in the
absence of the Executive Secretary.

159. (1) The Commission may, for the purpose ofcar4ringout
its fi.mctions under this Act, have such provincial or disfict offices
as the Commission may, on the recommendation of the Executive
Secretary, approve.

Protection 158. An officer or employee ofthe Commission or a person

:|r"ff:i acting on the direction of an ofiicer or employee of the Commission

omployees of shall not be liable in respect ofa matter or tiing done by him under
Commission. this Act in good faith.

Provincial or
district
officcs.
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PART )OII - FUNDS OF COMMISSION

160. (l) The activities ofthe Commission under this Act shall Funds of

be financed by fimds which shall include - cornmission'

(2) A provincial or district offlce rurder subsection (l)
shall b€ headed by a Director appointed by the Commission on
advice ofthe Executive Secr€tarJ..

(a) moneys appropriated by Parliament for the
purposes of the Commission;

(b) gifts or grants ftom donors;

(c) income &om any investnent by the

Commission.
(2) The Commission shall have power to se€k fimding

frcm donors and coordinate all ftnding from donors for activities
relatcd to rhe welfare ofthe child.

(3) Monies received on account ofthe Commission shall
be paid into such bank account as the Commission may determine,
but the Commission may invest as it considers fig monies not rcquired
for inrmediate use by the Commission.

(2) The bcoks of account of the Commission shall be
auditerl by thc Auditor-General or an auditor appoint€d by him within
3 moil'"ix affer the end ofeach financial year.

161. (1) The Commission shallkeep proper book ofaccount Accounts

ancl proper records in relation to the flrn&'of the Comrnissioo ard -d ^di'
the books of accounts and records shall be in such form as the
,^,uditoi-General may approve.

162. The Frnancial year oftbe Commission shallbethe same 25 Firancial

the finar,cial year ofthe covemment. fY--11^, -LOmmrsslon.
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Annual
report of
Commission.

163. (l) The Commission shall prepare and submit to the
Minister, not later than 3 months ater the end of each financial year,

a rcport d€aling generally witr the activities ofthe Comnission during
the financial year to which the report relates, including the Auditor-
General's report and the number and types of child-related projects
and organisations funded or Srpported by the Commission.

@) The Minister shall table the report submitted under
subsection (1) before Parliament as soon as practicable.

PARTXV. DECENTRALIZATION, LOCAL COI.INCILS AND
WARD WELFARE COMMTTEES

164. (1) Subject to subsection (2), every Paramount Chiefshall,
with the assistanc€ of a social services office1 social worker or
protection offic€r and an officer of the local council, cause to be

elected tom among residents ofthe Ward, the members of a Ward
Child Welfrre Commitee.

(2) The composition of a Chiefdom Child Welfare
Conmi&ee shall be as follows -

(a) a social services ofiicer, social worker.
, protection ofEcer, nominded by the Minister;

(b) a traditionat leader elected at a meeting of
tibal authorities in the chiefdom;

(c) a man and woman representing parents in
the Ward on accormt of such woman's or
man's interest and work on child welfare;

(d) one female child or young person,
representing young persons and children
elected by a specially convened children's
and youth forurq facilitated by the Ministry;

(e) one male child or young persorL representing
yormg people and children elected by a

specially couvened children's and youth
forum, facilitated by the Minisrry*;

No

Wad
Wclfare
Committees
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(f) 3 service providers, elected from a list of
service providers nominated by the basic
social services ministries;

G) 2 representatives (both sexes to be
represented) of non-governmental
organisations or community based
organisations, in the chiefdom and other
chiefdom strkeholden facilitated by a social
welfare officeq

(h) 2 penons represenqing the religious sector
in the chiefdom elected in a specially
convened forum, facilitated by a social
welfare officer but not all 2 representatives
shall belong to one religion or be all ofthe
same sex.

(3) The Ward Child Welfare Committee shall elect a

Chairman from within its membership.

(4) Tbe social services officer, social worker and
protection offcer nominatedto b€ a member ofthe Ward Child Wefzre
Committee shall serve as a secretary to tle Committee.

(5) A member ofthe Ward Child Welfrre Committee shall
hold office for a term of2 years and shall be eligible for re-election.

(O Amember of the Ward Child Welfare ComnittEe shhll

cease to be a member ifhe -

(a) dies;

(b) resigns upon given one monthrs notice to
the Director of Chil&erts Affain Drectorae,
of the Ministry.;

(c) commits a misconduct inconsistent with his
role as a member of Ward Child Welfare
Committee;

(d) neglects his duties as amernber ofWad Child
Welfare Committee.
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Futrctions of 165- (l) The object for which a ward Child welfare committee

I:-o-Yjlllt is elected shall be to coordinate and advance the enjoyment oftheuommrncts 
rights ofthe child in the Chiefdom.

(7) A vacancy in a Ward Child Welfare Cornmittee shall
be frlled in accordance with subsection (2).

(2) Wrthout prej udice to the generality of subsection ( I ),
the duties of a Ward Child Y/elfare Committee shall be to -

(a) render advice to Ward Child Welfare
Committees in the Ward;

(b) receive and attend to c{ses and questions

referred to the Committee from Ward in the
Ward Child Welfre Committees;

(c) monitor the enjoyment ofchild rights within
the chiefdom;

(d) refer to the local cormcil any matters relating
to child welfare that the chiefdom welfare
committee is not able to deal with;

(e) submit regular observations, reports and

concenx on child welfare in the chiefdom
local council and to the Ministry;

(D undertake any other functions that may
advance tle enjoyment of the rights of the
child within tbejurisdiction of the committee.

l$. (1) The Ministry, il collaboration with other Ministries,
shall have the responsfoility to promote the enjoyment ofchild rights
and welfare in Sierra Leone.

(2) Subject to thisAct, the Ministry shall have the overall
ftrnctior to monitor, supewise and coordinate the activities of Ward
Child Wel&re Cormrittees and to ensrne the progressiv€ adyancement
of chiltlrcn's rights and wellare throughout the country.

R€sporEibilities
of the
Ministry.
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(3) In collaboration with relevant stakeholders the
Ministry shall undertake research on the welfare ofchildren in Sierra
Leone.

(4) Without prejudice to the ovemll fUnctions specified
in this section, it shall b€ the responsibility ofthe Minisay to -

(a) provide adrninistrative and logistical support
including training for the effective
functioning of the Ward Child Welfare
Committees;

(b) render expert advice and guidance to child
welfare committees and respond to inquhes
from Ward Child Welfare Committees;

(c) receive and review periodic reports tom child
welfare committees at all levels;

(d) prepare and submit to the Commission
quarterly reports on the status and welfare
ofchildren in Sierra Leone; and

(e) facilitate information - sharing and networking
of Ward Child Welfme Committees.

167. (l ) For the avoidance of any doubt, a Ward Child Welfare J-urisdiction of

Committee shall not have jurisdiction Lver the following cases. wnicU !"*$]rilf"
it shall immedialely refer to the Sierra L€one Police for investigations, srnat power ro

and possible criminal prosecution - issu€

irstflclions
(a) the offence ofmwder; and advica.

(b) the offence of treason;

(c) the offence of rape, defilement, indecent
assault or any other sexual offence;

(d) felonies related to the serious damage to
property, injury to the person, and other
serious crimes that may from time to time be

specified in the Gazette by the Minister
responsible for justice;
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Proc€edings
of Wed
Welfarc
cofifiittee to
iDiorEal,

(2) Award Child Welhrc Committee shalt in determining
a matter, issue advics or instruction to atry ofthe parties involved or
to any other person.

(3) For the avoidance of doubt, a Ward Child Welfare
Committee shall have no power to putrish, imprison, impose a fine,
order damages, or any other sanctions.

168 (l) hoceedings ofa Wrd Child Welfare Cornmittee, when
attended by a child, shall be informal.

(2) A Ward Child Welfare Committees and a court
handling a matter involving a child shall dispose ofsuch matters as

quickly as possible, allowing any child directly concemed to
contibute to the search for solutions, according to the child's age

and abih'ty.

(2) A social welfare officer may apply to the Family
Tribunal or a court for an appropriate order in a case where a pe6on
has failed to comply with any instruction of a Ward Child Welfare
Commitee.

l7l. (l) A local council shall protect the welfare and promote
the righs of children within is area of authority and shall ensure
tbat within lhe district, govemmental agencies liaise with each other
in matters conceming chitdren.

(2) Subject to this Part, the local council by its appropriate
child welfrre departrnent, shatt investigate cases ofcontravention of
child righb within the district that are reported to it or come to its
notice.

Appcal from 169. A persoq including any child aggrieved by the decision

Yd y-:11* of a Ward Child Welfare Committe€ at a level lower than the district,corhrdrltee 
may appeal to a child panel within the district.

Failure to
cotrlply
with
iostauotioo
of WEd
W€lfare
Colrtmitte€

Ircgl coutroil
to Protcct
child.en.

170. 0) A person who without reasonable cause fails to
comply with any instruction of a Ward Child Welfare Committee shall
be liable to a fine ofnot less than NLe. 50.
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(2) The local council shall direct the probation offcer or
the social welfare officrr to refer the matrer to a Child Panel established
under section 47. if the child is not in immediate need of care and
protectiox.

(3) If after investigation, it is determined that the child
has been ab',rsed or is in need of immediate care ard protectioq the
local council shall direct a probation officer or social welfrre ofrc.er
accompanied by tlrc police to remove the child to a place ofsafety for
a period ofnot more than 7 days.

(4) Before the expiry ofrhe seven-day period referred to
in subsection (3), the child shall be brought before a Farnily Court by
the probation officer or social welfrre officer for an order to be made.

@ Until the Farnily Cout determines ft6 order, the Family
Court may conmit the child to an approved residential home or to lhe
care of a probation offrcer, social welfare ofEcer or other suitable
person.

PARTXV.MISCETIANEOUS
173. (l) Subjea to this Acl the Minister may, by statutory

instrumed, make such regulatiorc as he rnay consider necessary for
giving etrect to this Act.

(2) Notwithstanding the generality ofsubsection (l), the
I{inister may make regulations relating to the regulation of-

(a) conduct of proceedings and discharge of
fimctions by Social Services Departnenq

O) publication ofrecords and rclat€d to a child;

(c) procedure, consisent withttre rules ofnatrral
justice, for the conduct of investigations or
inquiries into child rights violation, including

D

172. (l) Ifthe local council has reasonable grounds to suspect Invcstigatio!
child abuse or a need for care and protection ofa chil4 it shall dfu€ct bv lo{tl

a probation officer or social ylelfare officer accompanied by rhe oolice **til-
to enter and search the premises where the child is kept to invesigafe.

R.gulations



I No. Th? Child. Rights Act 2.024

Repeal ard
savings. 174.

repealed.

(i) the fitingof complaints by victims, legal
representatives or families of victims,
state or non-state or any other paf.v or
member ofthe public;

(ir) rle admissibility of complaints;

(iii) the proof of facts;

(.iv) tle examination of witnesses;

(v) representation by legal practiLioners:

and
(Yi) other related matters;

(d) the paymeDt of compensation and the
rendering of financial assistance, includirg
legal aid, to children who are victims of
violations.

The Child Rights Act,2007 (ActNo.7 of 2007) i., ':. --,
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SCIIEDULE

Application to Foster a Child

Foster Care Placement!

(section 112 (l)).

Nmrc of applicant-..-...........

Married/single:.....................

Age:......................................

Address: ....-..........................

Tcl. No.

Nurnber of children:...........

Age(s) ofchitdren: ..

Emplolarent of applicant

Employment of husband: ....

Employnent of wife:

O0rer sourccs of income (e.g. frrm).........................

Have you ever fostered a child/children before? (lfso, give particulars)

Reasons to foster:

Arc you r./illing to undertake short-term

Names oftwo referees and their addresses (one shall be your local LC I chairperson

orvillage chief)

Age range Sex of child you wish to

Applicant's signatu€: ...........

Date:....

8l

a



No. The Child Rights Act 2021

MEMORANDUM OF OtsJECTS AND REASONS

The purpose ofthis Bill is to repeal and replace the Child RightsAct,2007 (Act No.
7 of2007), to make provision for the promotion ofthe rights and responsibilities of
children and the obligation ofthe state to provide for such rights as outlined in the
Unitcd Nations Convention on the Rights ofthe Child and the African Cha.rter on
the fughts and Welfare of Childrcn and to provide for otier related matters.

The Bill is divided into 14 Pads.
PART I- PRELIMINARY - makes provision for the interpretation and definition of
words used throughout the Bill.

PART II - RIG}ITS AND RESPONSIBILITIES OF CHILDREN AND TI{E
RESPONSIBILITY OF THE STATE -provides for the definition and vprification
ofage ofa child and other rights ofa child, the minimum age ofmarriage and right
to refuse betrothal or marriage and recruitment into anned forces and outlines the
responsibilities of child, parents and ofthe state.

PARTM-GUIDING PRINCIPLES ON TTIE, IMPLEMENTATION OF THE
RIGHTS OF THE CHILD - provides a list ofthe child rights guiding principles,
including the Best interess of child, non-discrimination, respect for child's opinion
and view and equal treatrnent.

PART TV - PROTECTION FROM ABUSE, VIOLENCE, EXPLOITATION
ANDIIECLECT - provides for protection ofthe child from all forms ofphysical
violence, psychological and emotional abuse. sexual violence early or forced
marriage and beEothal, harmful practices, neglect, child trafficking, exploilative
child labour, cyber-attack,

PART V- EIIIPLOYMENT OF TIIE CHILD -makes provision forthe minimum
age for full- time employment the prohibition of child labour, apprenticeship ,
registration ofchildren in industrial undertakings and resolution of disputes.

PART !'I - CHILD JUSTICE - deals with the establishment and fimction of child
panels, Juvenile court and Family Court.

PART vII - CHII,DREN IN NEED OFSPECIAL CARE A}ID PROTECTION
deals rvith Care order and Supervision order ofFamily Court, duties ofsocial workers,
social services and protection officers and discharge oforders.
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PART VIII - PARENTAGE, PARENTAL RESPONSIBILITIES, CARE,
CUSTODY AND ACCESS - contains provisions r€lating to parental rights.
duties and responsibilities.

PART tX - ATTERNATTVE CARE -AIX)PTION AIID DAYCARE - states thc

Guiding principles forprovision ofalternative care, guidance for fosterage ofchild,
adoption, residential care home for children and the inspection ofday-care centres.

PART X-NATIONAL COMMISSION FOR CHILDRXN - deals with the

establishment of Commission and proceedings of Commissi on.

PART XI. I.UNCTIONS AND POWERS OF COMMISSION - outlines the
firnctions powers of Commission.

PARTXII -ADMINISTRATM PROUSIONS - deals with the Secretariat of
Commission, appointment and function of the Executive Secretary, Dcputy
Executive Secretary and other employees of Commission.

PART XIII - FUI{DS OF COMMISSION - deals with fluds of Commission.

PART XV - MISCELLANEOUS - provides for the power to make Regulations and

repealand savings.

Made $is 5th day of Septembe4 2024

DR, ISATA MAHOI
Minister of the Gender and Childrcn's'Atrairs

Prorrro eNo PususnED sv rls GovERNr,q\T PlJr..rrNc DEPAKnGNT, SIERRA LEoNE.

GAzErrE No. 79 oF 26Tn SEPTEMBER" 2024

PART XIV. DECENTRALIZATION, LOCAL COUNCILS AND WARD
WELFARE COMMITTEES - deals with Wad Welfare Commitrecs.

FREETOWN,
SIERRA LMNE.


